
slioiild have the absolute chciicc of his own ailjiitant, ami
althou^'h I had siipgested Captain Adams' name in place of Cap-
lain Converse, when I was told that it was a snhjeet for the

colonel alc.ne to deal with. T SAID THAT I h' IT WAS A MAT-
'II':k OF MIL!TAKV I'M'IOUKTTE I HAD NOT A WORD
TO .SAY. xo'i wi'nis'rAxnixc, the i'act that cap-
TAIX ADAMS WAS ADH'TAXT Ol- THE (.TH HCSSARS.
AXD THAT. AS AX I.A.STE.RX TOWXSHil'S MAX. HI'.

\\drLi) r.i-: wf.le orAi.ii"ii:i) to he AnirTAxr of
THE iVrH SCOTTli^H I.IC.HT DRACOOXS. SI'.I-.IXC.

THAT HE HAD HEEX RECO.MMEXDh:D P,Y COEOXEL
\\THTi.i:v TO v.v. adtctaxt oi" th.*: 6111 hcssars
A I'EW MOXTHS PiErORh:. Put these ari' military mat-
ters. I '111 not presume tn set up my opiiii.in acfaiiist that of the

military exficrt in military matters, hut when it comes to matters
\',hich are >oei;il, ;in(l which are local in their character, I do
\eiiture to think, in my presumption, that T know more ahout
the Ivistern Townships than I.rird Dundonald or Crdonel Smart.
WHi:X I I'lRST rxni-.KTOOK TO SAY AXVTHIXG
APOUT THIS RECIMEXT. IT W.VS U'ST OX THAT
POINT THAT 1 Si'oKi: ol". IHI'. M1".X WIH^ CAMl'.
I'ROM MOXTREAE TO COMMAXD THE RE(~;iMEXT TX
THE EASTERX TOWXSHTPS. XOT KXOWIXG THE
Pi:OPLE. XOT KXOWIXG THE EOCAE COXDITIOXS.
XOT KXOWIXG THE VARIOUS COXDITIOXS THAT
GO TO MAKE IT A SIXCESS. lEWTXG MADE A MIS-
TAKE. I AD\TSED THEM. IIOPIXG TO P.E XPI.E TO
Kh.MO\E SOMF, OF THE DlFFir[-ETIES WHK^H COX-
1-ROXTED TIH'AI TX THEIR iriXORAXCi:. AXD THAT
IS THE WHOEE FORCE AXD FROXT ol" MV ( )F1-EXD-
]X<"i IX THE MATTER. Atrain, I am not to set up my own
opinion, hut there is another opinion which I how to as heins^

that of a military expert. There was trouhle a few years atro in

rep-ard to another General Officer Commandinsf. and these pre.E^-

nant words were used in regard to that ijcntleman. The writer
f'f these remarks was apparently intcrviewinc: His Excellency :

Re my remarks to His Excellency—what I there

stated I repeat. I was somewhat taken aback at the

cavalier manner in which he "pooh-poohed" my suj;-

sjestions re soldiers as colonists ani' re Canadian^ be-

coming British .soldiers. He seemed troubled witli what
I frankly confess to be, in my opinion, your complaint
of knowin,£^ it all and of not wishinsj to hear cts. I

suppose, then, he ou,c;ht to ha\'e heard the facts.

What I said to iiim of yon was that it was just pos-
sible you mijjht make a mistake in selecting the officer

to command a Canadian contingent.
2'.i


