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given you his word; let no man filch it from you.

God has given you a mind, to think for yourselves ;

let no man usurp the power of thinking for you.

God invites you to himself, to receive at his own

hand pardon and ^rgiveness. O! submit not to

go and pav for these, and on your knees, to a

priest. Go to the Bible for your religion. Receive

nothing as religious truth, which is not there

tau<Tht°: and your mental, social, and moral rege-

Deration is commenced.

But you meet this appeal wilh the objection, that

I am a deserter from your church ;
and that I am

not, therefore, to ha heard. If your priests take

any notice at all of these letters, I know well the

changes they will ring upon this idea. But was

not Peter a deserter irom the Jewish church ;
and

must he not be heard on that account ? Must a

man who renounces error never be heard by those

who continue in it ? And what think you of the per-

secution by your church of those who renounce its

authority ? To say the least of it, it is in bad com-

pany. The Jews put Christ to death for deserting

the faith of Moses. The Mahometans put to death

any man of their number who rejects the Koran for

Christ. The Hindoos expel from their society all

who reject their religion for ours. And popery has

shed, in rivers, the blood of those who could not but

reject its follies and absurdities. In this happy


