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elio than He, with whom they now crueify tvro thiercs. True, H«
had veiled His fel )ry for a little. True, He wa« in the lorm of
a servant. True, He ha 1 aubmittod to u low and mean estate.
True, He was in the flash ; but d was God manifest in the fl-sh,
eveti the Lord God, the Mighty God, iha Prince of Life ; and they
crucify Him between two thieves, the one on the right hand and
the other on the left.

And this v/iis but a small part of the indignity they put .,n him,
but a .ymalt portion of the insult and degradation they heaped upon
Him, meek an i silent, as is the xheep before the shearers.
Let us look a little at the series of indignities they put upon

Him.
They brought a great band of men to apprthend Him. These

were surely able to bring Him safely to a place of security and
imprisonment; but they would degrade Him, and so they bound
Him, We have heard ..f prisoner*,—violent men,—who pleaded
not to b? bound, and promised hey would proceed peaceably with
the officers of justice

; they felt it degradinjj to be bound ; and men
always do. And thay wish to dagrade Jesus, and so they lead
Him away bound to Caiaphas. There wag no ne©(» for it. He
was njt violent. He had counselled peace. He had followed
peace, but thoy would i.isult Him and so ihey bound Him.

Then, in the house of t!'e Priest, the servants of the Priest
gathered around Him and made Him their mock and s^.orn.
'i hey spat upon Him. What deep insult was this! Ejt this did
not satisfy them

. They were cruel loo; for we read that they
buffu.ed Him. They struck Him with their fists; and with
their open palms they smote Him on the face.

It was not to try Hini merely they had bound Hira ; it wai not
to give Him justice merely that they brought Hiu to judgment

;they wished to wrjak their hate and their wrath upon Him, and
"they compassed Him like bees." When brought into the court of
Pilate, the soldiers gathered round Him—and they set themselvei
to make sport of Him. He is a king ! they said, Yei, let us make a
kinn^ of Him. And so they gow some old purple garments and they
njbe Him in them. But they lack a crown to set on His head.
They might have made a orown of straw, mnd placed it on Hie
head. There would hav3 been insult and mv*ckery enough iu that,
one would think

; but that would not satis^ them. With their
mockery they were cruel. While mocking they would torture, and
so they made a crown

; but it .« a orown of thorne.and they laid
It on His head, and drove it x.ito His temples. Thev had thug
r:.uwned Him, and made Him a king ; but the mockery /as not yet
somploted; they Would procure a sceptre for Him, and they
brought a reed, and placed it in His hanis. Oh ! meek and uncom-
l/Lammg Saviour, that bore it all in silence. Aad then they en-
throned Hira. Bm the jest and the play ,?nded not here. They
would obey Him .nd do Him homage. And they same and bowed
belor* H»rn. They kaeeltd down, aad then risiag, *p«t in Hii


