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to \ns creditors may require. And this power if pru-oently mana^recl,has with us a peculiar pronrie y ^ bypreventing the very evd which resulted from Sol'on s
itistitution the too great accumulation of i,ropertv •

which IS the natural consequence of our doc'r^ne 'of
succession by primogeniture, to which the Atheninnswere strangers Of this accumulation the ill efibctswere severely felt even in the feudal times; but
should always be strongly discouraged in a commer-
cial country whose welfare depends on the number
ot moderate tortiines engaged in the extension oftrade.

1 here is another consideration of a political nature
in favour ot this bill, which I believe I as never bcrn
inentioned The Elective franchise, except in town
IS conhned to freeholders. If the landed property ofthe country should be accumulated in the hands of aew,thc elections of members of this house would be
ess popular, and the great body of the people would
liave 1.0 voice in the laws by which they wouJd be go-
verned. 1 his liouse would cease to be the democia-
tic branch of the Legislature, and would be converted
into a mere committee of aristocrats. It miirht then
degenerate into a sycophantic office for re|isterin^r
the decrees of the Executive; in which case nothin"
could save it from contempt, but a solemn dcdarat i(mof Its own immaculate purity, which, of course, wculd


