
92 MFE IN TlIK CI.^ARINOR.

Iiuto belongs to tho rncc, not to tlio religion, or the ProtoHtant

would not exhibit the bjuiio viiulictivo spirit wbich iiiarku liii)

Ctttliolie brother. They break und destroy more than tho

rroteHtiiutH, but thiit HpringH from tho reckless carelossncss of

their cliuracter more than from any nialico against their em-

l)l()yerH, if you n>ay judge by tho bad v.sago they give their

own household goods and tools. Tho ])rinciplo on which they

live is literally to caro as little as possible for tho things of to-

day, and to take no thought at all ft)r tho morrow.
'' Shuro, Ma'am, it can be used," said an Irish girl to mo, after

breaking the sjxmt of an expensive china jug, "It is not a hair

tho worse!" She could not iniagiuo that a mutilated object

could occasion the least discomfort to those accustomed to order

and neatness in their household arrangements.

Tho Irish f-.-malo servants are remarkably chasto in their lan-

guage and dei)ortment. You aro often obliged to find fault with

them for gross acts of neglect and Avastefulnoss, but never for

using bad language. They may spoil your children by over in-

dulgence, but they never corrupt their morals by loose conver-

sation.

An Irish girl once told me, with beautiful sin'plicity, "that

every bad word a woman uttered, made tho blessed Virgin 7>?w«A."

A girl beconnng a mother before marriage is regarded as a

dreadful calamity by her family, ard she seldom, if ever, gets

one of her own countrymen to marry her with this stain on her

character.

IIow ditferent is the conduct of the female peasantry in tho

eastern counties of England, who unblushingly avow their dere-

lictions from the paths of virtue. The crime of infanticide, so

common there, is almost unknown among the Irish. If tho

priest and the confessional aro able to restrain the lower orders

from the commission of gross crime, who shall say that they are

without their use ? It h true that the priest often exercises his

power over his flock in a manner which would appear to a Pro-

testant to border on the ludicrous.

A girl who lived with a lady of my acquaintance, gave tho

following graphic account of an exhortation delivered by the

priest at the altar. I give it in her own words :
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