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tree and put candles on it. The French mw them, and
were so pleased that now, eveiy year, they too have
Christmas trees.

. So many people from England, and from Germany,
and from France have come to our country to live, of
course, we too have learned about Christmas trees. And
that iH why you and so many other little girls and boyg
have such pretty trees on Christmas eve.

THE ORIGIN OF THE EASTER BUNNY
Childish voices are asking why the rabbit is seen with
the eggs and the chickens that fill the shop windows and
show-cases at Easter. The legend that established the
hare as a symbol of the Eastertide is not generally known.
It is of German origin and runs as follows

:

Many years ago, during a cruel war, the Duchess of
Lindenburg with her two children and an old servant fled
for s.-fety to a little obscure village in the mountains. She
found the people very poor, and one thing that surprised
her much was that they used no eggs. She learned that
they had never seen or heard of hens, and so when the old
servant went to get tidings of his master and of the war
he brought back with him some of these birds.

The simple village folk were greatly interested in the
strange fowl, and when thev saw the tiny yellow chickens
breaking their way out of the eggs they were full of de-
light. But the Ihichess was saddened by the thought that
Easter was drawing near and that she had no gifts for
the little mountain children. Then an idea came to her.
The sp.'ng was beginning to colour the earth with leaves
and flowers, and she made bright dyes out of herbs and
roots and coloured the eggs. Then the children were in-


