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INTRODUCTION.

To the honour of the Byitijh Nation be it fald, their

condua has uniformly been the reveife : whatever un~

known traas of huid they ha\ c explored ; where\'er they

found inhabitants, their attention and humanity towards,

them have uniformly been fuch, as to gain their apHlon,

and concihate their ^ef.ecm, inllead of exciting their refentr

ment, or incurring their hatred.

Indeed, if we regard adventurers from our own Coun-

try in a commercial point of \ iew, even fo lately as the

latter part of the laft, or beginning of the prefent cen-

tury, we fliall find the generality of them little better

than free-hooters ; but on the other hand, were we to

take a retrofpcaive view of the fevcral voyages made

hnmediately under the patronage of Government, during

the fpace of the laft fifty years, we lliall not only find

them fet on foot for the benefit of mankind in general,

but that their endeavours to improve Navigation, and the

different Sciences conneaed therewith, ha^ e been attend-

ed with the moft brilliant fuccefs ; and it is not eafy to

fav, whether that zeal for the general good which firll

projeacd thefe voyages, or the conlhmt wiih to have the

refult of them made unixerfally public, refleas tlie greatell

luftre on their royal and munificent patrons.

Without


