
<l

I diiotncd of ji;rt'at iiii|Mntai>i'('. riiciiia-

Hon why we arc Ihtc Ih this: The Do-

iiiinidti (iovt'rnmcnl a|ii>oiiite(l a special

coiimiiHsioii, coiiHistint,' of myself and

my cfdlcaKiies, ^Fr. Karris, of Toronto,

and Mr. Marks, of I'ort Artluir, to invos-

ti^atc matters in tlic Province of On-

tario with a view of ast'ertaininj; what

(^ould l)e done to improve the fisheries

and if possible to do away witli the

cause of the comi)laints and clamors

that now exist amonj^ the fishermen in

their work. They were all complainiu",'

of the scarcity of fish. They were all

complaininjij of improper close seasons.

And that special c(>mmission has been

eufja^'ed during the last few vvei'ks in

taking evidence around Lakes Hrie,

Huron, the Geitrgian Jiay,and a portion

of hake Ontario. While away fnmi

home I receive*! your kind invitation to

attend the meeting, but could not ac-

cept it at the time, because our duties

did not extend sufficiently far to enable

us to attend meetings of this kind. I

tlicrefore telegrapfied to our Minister of

Marine and I'isheries asking whether

we would be permitted to come here

and listen to what miglit be said, with

a view of being benefited by any expres-

sions that come forth h''re. His con-

sent was given ; he telegraphed, " Hy all

means attend the meeting," and hence

we are liere. When you get down .k

the (juestion of fisheries f will be glad

to discuss that, but it would be out of

place to say any more
(Chairman VVhitaker: I will say to the

representatives from the Dominion Gov-

ernment that we are exceedingly glad to

have them here, and we hoix- they will

participate in every subject that may
come up for discussion. This child, the

International Fisheries Conference, was

baptised without my consent. I did not

and it has all been tending toward the

general good of all in that line. We ask

((Very person who is interesteil in tliese

(juestions to be present with us at our

meetings and express their sentiments

freely. It binds no one, but if by these

conferences good can l)e brought forth,

the states and the provinces are so much
benefited.

I am aware of the fact that the State

of New York has one of the most efli-

cient lish and game warden systems of

any of the states. We wonld be very

glad to hear from any of the uuMubersof

the New York commission iipon tluit

matter. The ((uestion befoie us is: The

necessity for an ethcient enforcement of

laws by a i)ai<l Fish and (Jame Depart-

ment. 1. Should tlu' department be

under the I'ish Commission? 2. The

number of d«'puty wardens. :>. Com-
pensation of Chief Warden and depu-

ties. 4. Terms of office.

I will call upon Mr. Huntington to

exi)lain the working of the New York

law.

Mr. Huntington : To this (piestion that

you propose to discuss: Should the

department be under the Fish Commis-
sion? I should unhesitatingly say, Yes.

Our Chairman here has the law of the

State of New York with him, and it has

been but slightly changed in relation to

the fish and game protectors from the

law that has existed for some few years,

but under the provisions of the Codifica-

tion l>ill we revisetl ourentire game laws

of the State of New York'at the last ses-

sion of the legislature, and enlarged the

powers of the commissioners. I'nder

that law, which has been in existence

since ISfay last, the old system was im-

])roved wherever it was found to be

defective, and the new system has been

ound to Ite verv effective.baptised without my consent. I did not iound to Ite very enective.

know what its name was untillong after^^ F would briefiy state the workings of

the act was jierformed. It makes buTy our law thus: The foundation of it is

very little difierence, however, what its

name may l)e, the lu-oceedings that have

been liad at these meetings have been

in tlie nature of a conference of states

and provinces, or whatever you may he

pleased to call them, of different nations.

this: The api>oiiitment of the fish and
game jirotectors, as they are termed, is

left with the commissioners of fisheries.

Within our state there are twei ty war-

dens, and I would state that their terms

of office are subject to the control of the

n/


