
16

h <

M

/ :

Ui

I I

rons guarding Uountlaries not possible to define.

This treaty settled amicably the last boundary

question, about which the Governments of Great

Britain and the United States could, by any possi-

bility, dispute. This was a great matter, had no

other good been accomplished, and he is no friend

to either country who would desire to throw open

this wide field of controversy again. Looking at

the industrial results of the treaty, any fair-minded

and dispassionate man must admit that they have

far surpassed, in utility and value, all that could

have been hoped by the most sanguine advocates

of the measure in 1854. The trade of the United

States and of the Provinces, feeble, restricted, slow

of growth, and vexatious before, has been annually

swelled by mutual exchanges and honourable com-

petition, till it is represented by a grand total of ^

456,350,391 dols., in nine years. This amount

seems almost incredible, but who can hazard an

estimate of the figures by which this trade will be

expressed ten or twenty years hence, if this wise

adjustment of our mutual interests be not dis-

turbed? If there be any advantage in a balance

of trade, the returns show that the citizeiis of the

United States have had it to the extent of

55,951,145 dols. But in presence of the great

benefits conferred upon both » countries by the

measure, it would be a waste of time to chaffer

over their distribution. In the interests of peace


