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•• Happy, if full of day*—Init happier far,

If, cro wo yet iliHcerii life'M pviMiing stur,

Sick oftlto flprvicu uf a world, that feeds

ItH patient drudftoH with dry chnirnnd wccda,
Wo can escape from cuHtDin'a itiiot Hwny,
To aervo the (Sovereign we were born to obey.

Then Hweet to miiHe upon his skill diHpluy'il

(Infinite skill) in all that ho has made !

To truce in natiire'H most minute desiRn

Tho signature and Htainp uf power ilivine,

Contrivance intricate, expresHcd with ease.

Where unasHistcd sight no beauty sees."

—

Cou'ptr>

It must be obvious that the word " Taste" is not hero used
in its simple form, as applied to the senses. It must btj

understood to mean an exercise of the intellectual, and often of
the moral qualities of the mind ; and it must be formed from
reflection, experience and practice.

Taste, then, in this sense, is not a simple perception of the

beautiful, or of the useful. If it were so, all tastes would be
alike. When a green object is presented to the eye, or a sweet
or bitter morsel is put into the month, all eyes in which the vision

is not defective see that it is green, and all mouths taste that

it is sweet or bitter. But it is otherwise with taste, as we un-
derstand the word in connection with our subject. If taste be
a right perception of the beautiful, the useful, and the be-

coming, and of their mutual relations, it must be admitted that

tastes will be likely to vary on all subjects in which beauty,

utility, and propriety intermingle. Even in respect to a sense

of beauty, the tastes of mankind dilfer almost as widely as tho

state of the thermometer in New Brunswick. All educated

persons would prefer the beauty of the Apollo Belvidere or the

Venus di Medicis, but there are those to be found, for whom
large roUing eyes, distended lips, and a head covered with

melted butter, would possess greater attraction,* Among tho

Esquimaux an appearance more revolting still in our eyes,

would find admirers.

* See Perkin'a descripton of an Abysamian dandy—in travels in Abyuioia.


