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WHILE the American Newfpapcrs ha\ , for two monthi

pail, echoed and re-cchood the aflair of the Leopard and

Chtfapeakc; while Town Meetings have been aflemblcd

throughout the Union, and ftrings of Refolations framed, in

which each have endeavoured to outdo the others in violence

nud inveftive againft the Dritifh Navy and Government ; the

Prefidcnt of the United States, inftead of difclofing the feal

Uatc of fafts, which wa9 in his poffeflion, and the difclofure of

which would have furnifhcd the public mind with a juft ground

of thinking and adling, has, by the Proclamation he iflTued

(though couched in terms of infidious moderation) mifledthe

public mind ; increafed the ferment occafioned by the partial

Knowledge of the fufts which led to the tranfa^lion complain-

ed of, and, to ufe his Tivourite philofophical expreflion, fet all

parties afloat on " the iemptjluous Sta of Liberty.**

As the violence of the liorm has in fome meafure fubfided ;

the Refolutions, Orations and Toafts gone harmlefsly by, it

it is higlily probably that .plain, undifguifed fjiAs may now
be liftened to ; and that the minds of men, which have been

excited to indignant expreflions, by falfe ftatements of fadls,

may fpcl the deception that has been praftiled on them, and

turn with no Icfs indignation on their deceivers. If this fome-

tiraes takes place in countries where the will of the people is

not the fupreme law, it is much more likely to happen in a

»:ountry, where all power emanates from the people ; and

where Liberty is indulged to the extreme of licentioufnefs.

In the Proclamation, ifTued by Mr. JefFcrfon, he ftates,

** that this enormity was not only without provocation or iuft-

ifiable caufe, but was committed for the avowed purpoie of

taking by force, from a ftiip of War of the United States, a

part of her crew ; and that no circumftance might be wanting
to mark its charafter, it had been previoufly afcertained that

the feamen demanded were native citizens of the United

States."

Would not any perfon fuppofe, from this ftatement of the

Prefident, that the conteft between the Leopard jind Chela-
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