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grovelliiii; race of ItKlians a.s they were. They had a few suporstitioiis nniotig

thfiii. TluTc were among them several most zealous IJomaii ("atholie mis-

sionaries, wlio were iiieessaiit in their endeavours to imiilant Uliristianity. Tlie

savaj^e was very ready to take any impression, but his mind was ineapahle of

retaining any fixed idea, and the missionaries liad consequently heen imablc to

nialtc any permanent progress. 'I'here were three languages in the island ; tlio

prevailing one was the Cowiteheu. The languages again were sulxlivided into

various tlialects, so that the dillereut trihes siicaking them could, with some
difliculty, imderstand cacli otlier. 'i'liere was not the slightest trace of a com-
mon patriarclial government. Each trilxi had a patriarchal government,

hecause each tribe formed a lamily sometiiing like our clans in Scotland.

Mr. Kenneth Suthkhi-and, k.u.o.s., remarked that our (iovernment had
sent an expedition to Nootka Sound towards the end of the last century.

Coi.oxEii Gkant saiil the object of Vancouver's expedition was to discover

the North-West Passage, and in trying to discover it he saw a large inlet,

wliicii lie immediately proceeded into, thinking it woidd conduct him to the

opjiositc coast of America, and that he had found tiie long sought North-West
I'assage. lie foliowi-d tiie channel and learned that he was sailing roimd an
island, and he was mucli disappointed in finding himself in tlie Pacific again.

Jn going round tlie island he met two Spanish vessels coming from Nootka,
and they tirst told him that he was sailing round an island. He then went
round to Nootka and gave the Spaniards notice to <piit.

Mr. Monckton Mii.nes, F.u.ii.s., asked whether Colonel Grant had ever

turned his attention to tiic practicability of rendering the island a convict

settlement ?

Colon Eli (iRANT was afraid that it would not make a good convict settle-

ment, on accuunt of its contiguity to America. Acc(!ss to the continent acmss
tlui chaimel w.as easy, and to prevent the convicts escaping, a large military

guard would be recpiired.

The Hev. Prvmer Belcher, f.r.c.s., Wieved what had been said about

the missionaries in Vancouver Island was (piite correct. At jiresent there

were no missionaries in the island, excejit some Roman Catholics, who had
been en;jaged there several years. 'i"he llndson Hay Comjiany had a clia|iel

at Victoria, and about a year .ago an imordained labourer, a catechist, was sent

out by one of the great mis.iionary societies of this country to the southern part

of the island. The gentlemen who brought their geographical knowledge to

bear upon the missionary work of the Chureli, liad looked on Vancouver
Island as an nnoccnpied tield, and had directed the attention of the Society for

the Propagation of tiic (ios|iel to it. A grant of 'JoO/. hiid been expended in

sending out two missionaries. The poi)ulation amounted to between 'J(),000

and .'{I),IH)0 of native inhabitants, aeiM)rding to the last census given by the

Hudson I 'ay Company. With respect to tlie climate and nature of the country,

all the information that the Suciety had been able to obtain, went to show that

there was nothing in either respect which the Anglo-Saxon race might not

most easily overcome. The coal, to which allusion has been made, he had
reason to believe, was .>preatl over a large field, and was of very excellent

cpiality, well suited for furnaces and for steam imrposes. With coal and wood,
and with what, there was every reason to believe, would be found in mineral

products as well, A'ancouver Island ai)peared to him to l>e one of the most pro-

mising fields open to the English settler.

Ma. K. Blancharo, e.r.o.s., late Governor of Vancouver Island, begtred

leave to ofl'er an observation with regard to the iio]mlation. Colonel Grant
estimated it at I7,0()0, and Mr. Belcher at between 'J0,000 and P/VKX). When
he was there he took great ]iains to make intpiiries of the people who, he con-
sidered, were liest qualified to judge, aiul they stated the nuudiers to be, at the

outside, 10,000, and that the population was decreasing.


