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him ; his creditors had seized his goods. Had his spirit heen
one atom less elastic and enei^tie,he would have abandoned
the whole nndertaking ; but La Salle knew neither fear nor
despair, and by midsummer we behold him once more on his

way to rejoin his little bnnd of explorers on the Illinois. This

pioneer body, meanwhile, had suffered greatly from the Jeal*

oasy of the neighboring Indians, ana the attacks of bands of

Iroquois, who wandered all the way from their homes inNew
York, to annoy the less warlike savages of the prairies. Their

sufTerings, at length, in September, 1680, induced Tonti to

abandon his position, and seek the lakes again, a point which,

with much difficulty, he effected. When, therefore. La Salle,

who had heard nothing of all these troubles, reached the posts

upon the Illinois in December 1680, or January 1681, he found

them utterly deserted ; his hopes again crushed, and all his

dreams again disappointed. There was but one thing to be

done, however, to turn back to Canada, enlist more men, and
secure more means : this he did, and in June, 1C81, had the

pleasure to meet his comrade, Lieutenant Tonti, at Mackinac,

to whom he spoke, as we learn from an eye-witness, with the

same hope and courage which he had exhibited at the outset

of his enterprise.

And here, for a time, we must leave La Salle and Tonti, and

notice the adventures of Hennepin, who, it will be remcm-
bered, left fort Crevecoeur on the last of February, ?680. In

seven days he reached the Mississippi, and, paddling up its

icy stream t..^ hi best could, by the 11th of April had gotiio

higher than the Wisconsin. Here he was taken prisoner by a

band of northern Indians, who treated him and his comrades

with considerable kindness, and took them up the river

until about the first of May, when they reached the Falls of

St. Anthony, which were then so named by Hennepin in

honor of his patron saint. Here they took to the land, and
traveling nearly two hundred miles towards the northwest,

brought him to their villages. These Indians were the Sioux.

Here Hennepin and his companions remained about three

months, treated kindly and trusted by their captors ; at the

end of that time, he met with a band of Frenchmen, headed

by one Sieur de Luth, who, in pursuit of trade and game, had

penetrated thus far by the route of Lake Superior ; and, with

these fellow c<iuntr}'men the Franciscan returned to the bor-


