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present position is satisfactory, and the period has not yet been reached

when Canada shall feel strong enough to stand alone. This involves

diflficulties and responsibilities. Besides, the present generation

contains many who are extremely, perhaps bigotedly, attached to

Britain and British rule, and who would be unwilling to listen to

any proposal involving separation. A great many prejudices must

be overcome before a peaceable solution can be effected on these

iJiies. But old generations are passing away and new generations

are arising ; and in proportion as the country develops in popula-

tion, wealth, and power these ancient prejudices will disappear, and

each day will see the spirit of national pride grow stronger. In

debating societies, where young men of intelligence meet to discuss

public questions, the development of a glowing sentiment of national

life is plainly discoverable, and when, upon the platform, any public

man of advanced views hints at an independent nationality, he is sure

to be greeted with applause. The germ has been planted, and the

idea is manifestly growing in the heart of young Canada.

It is too soon to say to what extent this feeling will spread, and

how soon it may reach the stage of practical action. Nothing has

occurred of late to give it any direct impetus. Any friction between

the Canadian Government and the Colonial Office might call the full

strength of the independence sentiment into formidable existence,

but this does not seem likely to occur. Therefore one can but form

general opinions as to the trend of events. Granted that the colonial

relation is to terminate some day, it is not too much to say that

independence seems, at present, the most probable solution.

There is no necessity for haste. Things are moving on wonder-

fully well at present. Canada has been building great railways, and

expending large sums in developing the country. The period has

now been reached when she can adopt a rest-and-be-thankful policy

for a time. Many there are who form an exaggerated idea of the

cost of national life. Representatives will have to be maintained

at foreign courts, consuls located and paid in all quarters of the

globe where our commerce extends. The naval strength of the country

would have to be considerably augmented. All these involve heavy

annual expenditures. At present, having regard to the interest on

the public debt, the revenue and expenditure of the country under

the existing tariff nearly balance, but the population is increasing

and will continue to increase rapidly. The wealth and resources

increase even more rapidly, and, therefore, in a short time, the

revenue will far exceed the amount now obtained, and additional

annual expenditure can be easily provided for. The cost of a

diplomatic and consular service is not a very great item to a

country whose annual revenue is now close upon forty millions of

dollars ; so that these initial difficulties stand a fair chance, in a short

#ime, of being overcome.


