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pioqioroiiH. Ill 1H(»7 111' a]>|«'ivlt'(l ii.« an

IndepeniltMit camliilnti! to liis ooiistitii-

cntH, wlio hml iilwuys ictiiiiu'il liiin to

thi* Now Brunswick I'arliaiiunit, tViiiu

1852, without any int(Mru|>tioii, ami lu'

was rtiturnt'd by a niajoiity of iiioro than

nint)t((t'n liuiuh<'<l. Tliouj^h his :'.:it<3-

codentH were Liberal, as wen» tlioHoof tliti

hon. tlie Ministor of Finance, wlio Imd

always been a Lilieial, and tliey had voted

side by side for years, ho (Sir A. J. Sniitli)

had come to Ottawa as an ri\do|)endent

member of the ITouse. JLi sni)i>orted

the Government when they were rij^iit,

and o[)1)0SimI them wlieu they were wronj?.

As every hon. gentleman knew, lie had

always exercised his own judi^ment in re-

gard to matters submitted for the con-

sideration of this House. Wiien ho had
first coni(} here, ho had no iiolitical atUni-

ties with either jmrty ; in ft-.c, ho knew
hardly any of the then public men of

Canada, except by repnl.ai'jti. Confed-

eration, the only tpiestion, pbrha])s, upon
which ho held opinions adverse to those

of the majority of the House, had been

disposed of, and. accepted by both sides,

and, therefore, he was entirely indepen-

dent of any party. Whenever ho had
any doubt, ho always gave tho Govern-
ment the benefit of tho doubt, because he
did not desire a change of Government
at all. Then, having occupied that posi-

tion for live years in this House, ho re-

turned to his constituents in 1872, and
what did he say to them 1 He told

them that he again offered him-
self, that he was jiledged to

neither one side or the other
;

that, during tho five years ho had been

in Ottawa, he had been prejjared to give

the G(»vernment credit for everyLhing

they did ; that he had found the then

Government willing to do justice to his

Province, and that lie had supported
them when they were right, and opposed
them when they were wrong. lie had
gone further, and told them that the in-

terests of the Lower Provinces were as

safe in the hands of the Government as

they would be in the hands of the Oii-

position. He declared himself entirely

independent of both sides on that oc-

casion, and was again elected by acclam-

ation. He felt it necessary to make this

explanation, because he did not know
that he would ever have another occasion

of explaining the matter, and because

tlicTO soomi'd tti b>* Hoirirt misapprehension

with rej^ard to the attitude wiiieh he huld

towards the (Joverninent of (lie day in

1H72. The hon. the Minister of Finance
knew that from lHr»7 to 1H72. and from
1H72 until the time tho (Jovernment
fell, ho (Sir A. J. Smith) had never

asked for otHce, and that he
had decliuwil th;* four propositions

which were made to him. Having made
this explanation, which he thought was
necessary, in order to inform the House
and tho country the true position ho
occupied in reference to those matters,

ho thought it was necessary, in dealing

with the (piestion now before the Hoiu^i,',

to find out, if they could, when it was
that this Protective policy had its origin

in this country and was born. By ro-

fen nco to the utterances of hon. mem-
bers on the Gove.inmcut siiie ui I'm:

House in 1S7.') and 1874, he found that

tlwHO was no indication at all that this

V is the jioliey of the men who were in

power in 1873, and afterwards in Oppo-
sition. It was said that the Protection

of 1871 was in the sense of a National
Policy ; but that Protection liveil but a
few months and then died. He would
s"o \s liat were the reasons given by the

First Minister, and ho would then
call attention to tho reasons given by
tho Finance Minister, and see how far

they agreed upon this question, what
was called the National Policy of

1871. They arrived at the same con-

clusion, but their pniniiscs were entirely

different. Here was what the Minister

of Finance said :

" It is true, that, in the National Policy in-

troduced iu 1871, a tax was placed on Hour
and ( oal . But you must toiisider tlie circum-
stances under which the tax was imposed.
We were going into the Treaty of Washinjjton,
intending to innke an efl'ort to secure recipro-

city, 80 that we would have free market for our
lumber, fish, cattle and agricultural products.
We could not ask for all these advantages
without offering something in return. We
must have something to offer for a renewal of
the treaty, as we had made few changes in
our tariff since it was abrogated, and the
United States continued to enjoy all the privi-

leges they possessed under it. We felt we
must have something to offer as the price of
its renewal, and the duties were imposed
accordingly . It is supposed that these bore
unequally on the Maritime Provinces, the fact

being that the Maritime Provinces paid on
flour, grain, coal and coke, but 5 per cent,

more than Ontario and Quebec, in proportioa
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