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was able to say : Il We do nbt make this full and ample rcîrac-
tion in response to any notice of action for libel or writ for
saine or lawyer's letter, for we have received nonie, nor are we
aware that Mr. Hossack intended to bring such proccedings
against us. On the contrary wve are only too happy to publish
tbis retraction as a matter of duty, and in response to Mr.
Hoss.,ck's request that lie bc placcd right before the public, and
that tlhe untrue statements might be publicly withdrawn>' This
is a !.îrong position to takt- and we cannet belieî'c that it injures
the prestige of the journal a particle. Many newspapcr men
differ froni this view and prefer private explanations il these are
absolutely ilecessary. This may be true in a large city wbcre
hiingry lawyers lie awake at rngbt preparing to found libel suits
on innocent paragraphs in any journal which appears to have a
weak backbor.e and is in the hanbit of retracting. But a local
journal is better lcnown and understood and is not open to the
saine danger. ________

COLONIAL PRESS REPRESENTAT>VES IN ENGLAND.

T H-E British authorities have mucb to lcarni regarding the
treatment of colonial ncwspaper men. I)uring the jubile

ccremonies the special representatives of the Canadian papers
hiad miuch difficulty in obtaining acr.ess to places where the
colonial Premiers took part in the proceedings. After much
trouble a few of the Canadians, among whomi was Mr. J. B.
MacLean, president of the Canadian Press Association, now in
England, carried the grievance to the Colonial Office, and Lord
Selborne and Mr. Chamberlains secretaries sbowed a:- ibliging
spirit in the inatter. After much effort the Canadians herc given
the facilities they required for doing tbeir work. But at irst
there vwas, if 1 arn correctly informed, discourlesy and stupidity.

Thc Australians had the saine experience. The Saturday
Review has somne slashing paragraphs on this episode, wbicb
wili be rcad îvith grimi satisfaction by Canadians who have gone
through similar experiences. The following is the whole article .

IlIt would have been indccl a marvellous chance if in tbis
memorable Jubilce year the Imperial Inistit.ite had not c'n-
trived to make jîself ridiculous. Sir Somers Vine, it is truc, nù
longer takes a part nii ils direction, but Sir Frederic Alel is still
ai the head of aiTairs, and lic is so heartily seconded by Sir
Alfred Jephson, the assistant secretary, that no bungling, how-
ever idiotic, and no insolence, however uncallcd for, are beyond
tbe accomplislimcnt of tlie autîmorities. 0f course, the Imperial
Institute gave the colonial Premiers their first official welconie
t0 England and their first dinner, but wbile the 'Premiers ivere
entertained, the manager of the Australian Press Association
was refused an invitation for a reporter. 'l'le Australian Press
Association represents over a thousand Australian and New
Zealand papiers, and, in fact, as the manager pointed out to Sir
Alfred Jephson, the Australian and New Zealand press dcpends
on the association for aIl cabled news.

IlBut Sir Alfred Jephsan was equal to the occasion. Hc
left the letter unanswered for sixteen days, and then wrote to
the manager that hie could not send him an invitation for the
dinner, but lie offered 10 aO..mit a representative after the dinner.
This kindness the manager was not inclined io accepi, and hie
improved the occasion by drawing Sir Alfred Jephson's atten-
tion 10 the fact that, as ' the Imperial Institute is in part, ai
Icast, supported by the grants of the colonies, il would have
been but a small recognition of thai colonial connection îvbich
the Institutc desires to strengthen if the favor for whicb 1 have

asked liad been granted. It seems 10 me that the conductors
of the Institute are making enemies instead of courting friends.'
As nothing stings like an unpleasant truth, we perfectly well
realize bow annoyed Sir Alfred Jeplison wvas when lie read tbis
letter; but no annoyance, however intense, sbould induce an
official 10 pretend to be more stupid than lie is, and yet this is
just what Sir Alfred Jephson did, inflamed by the desire 10

administer the snub discouiteous.
IlThis time hie answers promptly ' that hie has been very

much surprised ai the tone of Mr. Townend's letter.' And then
lie goes on 10 pretend ignorance as a cloak for insuli: 1With re-
gard 10 wbat you say as 10 ail the Australian and New Zealand
papers being entirely dependent on your association, 1 have now
in my hand a letter from Mr. Reeves, the Agent-General for New
Z/ealand, asking for a pass for a triend of bis, who, hie says,
' represents a number of important newspapers in New Zealand,
South Australia, and*New South Wales.' Ris secretary alsc,
writes tbis morning for the saine favor for the owner and editor
of a New Zealand paper, who is very anxious to be preserit. The
editor of The Blritish Australasian, writes to the same effect, s0
that 1 tbink there must be some mistake as 10 your association
being the only one wvbich deals wib those colonies. The
manager, of course, replies to Ibis, these invitations were asked
for writers, and that 1 There is no mistake wbatever as to our
representation that this association, and nobody cIsc, scnds news
cablegrams to Australia.'"'

Il'The outcome of the quande was that Mr. Townend very
properly boycotted the proceedings of the Imperial Institute,
and, therefore, the Australian and New Zealand papers had no
cabled news of what ivent on. Furtbermore, Mr. Townend
sent a copy of the correspondence between bimself and Sir
Alfred Jepbson 10 the Prince of Wales, and Sir Alfred Jeplison,
put upon his defence, rould only repeat his impertinences.
Now, we put 1110o the Prince of W'ales, the Imperial Instîtute
can no longer be conducted as il bas been up 10 the presenit.
Already its 'management ' bas done His Royal Higli'îess an im-
mense amount of liarm. The Institute bas been bcgged for
inost shamielessly in ail parts of the world. It is reputed 10

have made large surns of money, but no accounts have ever
been published. It bas beeîi the theatre of unseemnly dis-
turbances. This beavy debit account migbl bave been balanced
by great services donc to the Empire; but the Imperial
Institute bas never yet rcndered any services t0 any great
cause, and now ils demenits are increased by the bad manners
of its authorities. Popular as the Prince is, lic shauld not allow
bis loyalty to bis favorites to blind bim utterly to their faults.
This is a sin in a prince comparable to that of cowardice in a
soldier."

To kcep the various parts of the Empire correctly informed,.
of what is going on at a lime of Ibis kind is the best work any
organization supposed ta be promoting unity can do. If the
Britisbi Empire is 10 last, Ict us know the truîh about the curreni
evenîs whicbi relate to it. Officialdom does not sec matters in
Ibis ligbî, beiîig engagcd chiefly in perpetuating itself. No
wonder the Canadian press is slow 10 pay îbrougb the nose for
an independent cable service, wben, on special correspondents
being sent over 10 England to report an Imperial celebration,
they are hampered in tbe ordinary work of reporting by the
crass stupidity and impudence of a few long.cared officials.
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