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oniy four'- %rits of error fr-oni the Court
of Queen's Bencli, ani during the last two
vears on]y orîc bill of exceptions liad been
ofllered to his ruiing, and tlîat for 25 years the
Cirief Justice liadl not inissed a single circuit
or town in any circuit, excel)t iii 1847, ivlîen
lie ivas stfcring froin low fever, and wvas
oiiiige-1 te be ab-sent for six wveelus.

Lord Chelinsford read also an extract front
a letter ivrittcn by Mr. Napier, tlic Ex-Clian-
cellor of lirehurd, wherein hie says-

-As to the ClîbŽf justice, lie is tlie btest judge
we liave, ailtoi(,i lie is very 01(1 arîd uot vigrr
ous for colil)licuited caises. But lie always flîrishes
biis nisi Jri,îs ca.;es sootier thian the otîrer cltîieft.'"

This extract has becen ;-tid to have " damnedl
lirn with fitiut pririse ;" but even if the Icast
favourable construction is to ho placcd upon
it, this or even tUi uost d:înigirg allegations
ilrrLt wec hrought against hinu tid net justify
lie rînconstitutional inaniier in whiclr the

accsations werc brouglit Up Sir Riobert Peel
exPressed hinîseif very Strongly on the iniad-
visability of piutting even the proper mnachrinery
in force ini suchi cases, for lire denied "the
wisdom , the prudence or the justice of arraign-
in- a judge, uiîlessupon soine charge of perso-
nil corruption, of gross ahd grievous negleet of
daîtv warraîrtiîîg his removal froin the bench."

1>olitical motives appear te have liad sorne

c.însiderable shrare ini dictating Uie course that
was pursued by the encnuies of the Chic'
Justice, and it is noticeable that the gravamon

Olt their charge %vas that Iris ago %vas s0 great
t hat, ipco J:icto, he wvas incerrpetent, whriclr
in itself appears te show the %veakiness of tire
case for the prosecution-for one of tIre judges
on the English bencli, the Righit lion. Stephien
Lushiiugton, whîo still dischiarges the duty of bis
high office, is said tei ho a year eider than Chief
Justice Lefrey, and physicaily more feebie.

Tlhe place was wantod for the Whig At-
torney General, Mr. Lawson; but the Chief

Justice fee-ling- aggrieved at the course which
lîad been taken by his political opponentü,

an ti iesihaving ne love for the

W'higs, determined net te give way te such a
pressvre, andi accordingiy refused ta rosigri, as
it was heped lie would have beerr induced te
de, until after that party had gene eut of office.

No sooner had Lord Derby and the Tories
rcturned te power than the Chief Justice with-

eut solicitation resigrîed the high office vhieh in

spite of politicai eppenents lie had se long lieid.

The whole ý,ibjeet, as viewed froilî -. consti-
tutionai and litic point of vieir, i.; inte-
î'esting, and vauchi more so, as ic coiinected
with suffi an eiieint rnan ns Clîlef Justice
Lefroy, a mnan wvhose active career lriý, b.een%
Nve believe, longer than tint of %vluicl any
iawyer of tbis or any former age t bo:ist.
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Ile who wolxld desire te laud the admidnis-
tration of justice in this land, to speak plea-
sant thnc o the energ and vigour of the
Bexviet in c.trrying out iaws and treatie.- with
the purpotof nIling substantial juistiee, or
who woulid fain dwveil with well butýteî cd
phrase on the inily and upright firruness of
public offieers iii kceping within the limits of
Uteir duty, lie, Nvc Say, Who would lic to
speak or write after this fashion, liad letter
avoid tie subjecet of extradition, and oaîr extra-
dition cases. Soute fâtality hang., over theni,
soine blurider besut-; themn, some suspjîiun of
crooked deaiings ever attends thoni. '1 lie most
recelit, cas"e, that of Lartirand,I oîiy fris
another titifortunate exarnple. W s ai
carried froin our shores who in the opi~nion,
bc ;t right or %wrong, of Uic judge., of our ig-h-
est Court, i,; innocrent of the crime iuriputed to
iii. As far as the individual iýs cu nd

for augh t We knloW, there niay be ii romn for
sympathy or conînuiseration. Vîifititil to

the trust rcposed in.m orngt à-ý jury
of Iris countrýymen, betaking hiimself' >uyond
the seas, and, in thc first instance, suc'-essfully
evading bis captors, ho is probabiy as great a
cuiprit as any poor rogue who is rcilly anîd
truly guilty of forgcry as defincd by oui law.
But we didi not ex.,peet to sce a coulisei larrred
in the law, and holding high office, :teîupting
to divert attention fromn the true issue t'y repre-
sentations of tic worthlessness of theihidivi-
duai, or forgetting that an innocent niait niay
te-morrosw be the victimn of soine hjasty and
high-handcd prciceeding, whieh çoid seek
sheiter behind the precedent of Lam«irau-tde's
case, if such precedent wcre pcrmnitted t'y the
silence and apathy of the public.

But one practical result seems iikely te
flow from fie unfortunate eccurences of the
past Iew ves.The priviiege of tic great
writ is to be carefully guarded new, whcn the
fair fame of tire country has been taruîished,
anrd when American, citizens amongýlt us talk
of piacing themiseives under the cons u'... fýag
for protection. Ileneeforth, some (flot ail1) ,of
our judges have stated, the writ of hiabeas cor-
pus is te issue imniediately, and the prisener is.
thus te be brought before the Court.

As a record of a case of ne littie importance.
it may be interesting that the facts sheuid be
stated, and we accordingly avail ourseives of


