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5. ‘“Fire, dangers of the sea, etc.'’—These exceptions are
dealt with in the following section:—

7. The ship, the owner, charterer, agent or master shall
not be held liable for loss arising from fire, dangers of the sea
or other navigable waters, acts of (God or public enemies, or
inherent defect, quality or vice of the thing carried, or from
insufficiency of package, or seizure under legal process, or for
loss resuliing from any act or omission of the shipper or owner
of the goods, his agint or representative, or from saving or
attempting to save lire or property at sea, or from any devia-
tien in rendering such service, or other reasonahle deviation,
or from strikes, or for loss arising without their actual fauit
or privity or without the fault or negleet of their agents,
servants or employees.

This section forms the latter part of see. 3 of the Harfer
Act, and the exemptions contained in see. 7 are, in the llarter
Aet, made conditional upon the exercise of due diligence, as ex-
pressed in the first part of the section, which forms our see. 6.

According to the terins of see, 7, it would appear that the
shi wner is exempted from liability for tue result of the events
mei soned, down to the word “strikes,”” whether or not, in
respect to those to whieh human regiigence could contribute,
such as fire, for example, they have resulted from his fault or
privity ; and it would appear from the debate before the Senate
Committee that the intention was to exonerute the shipowner
from loss by fire, even when his negligence or that of his servants
vontributed to it. The courts will, no doubt, be called upon to
determine in how far the section has this desired effect.

In this connection the following facts are of interest:—

The former Canadian Act respecting the Liability of Car-

riers by YWater,™ exempted shipowners from liahility frem fire
and dangers of navigation or other causes of loss therein men-
tivned, ‘*happening without their actual .ault or privity,”” The
revisers of the statutes of 1906 drafted scc. 964 of The Shipping
Aot,™ to represent the above, in the following manner:—

50. R.8.C. of 1888, ¢, 82, u, 2, par. 4,
51. R.8.1, ¢ 113, 58, 061 to 966,




