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THE TEA SEIZURE.

Tue large seizure of teas by the customs au-
thorities on Saturday last is o topic of thelive-
liegtinterest to Lthe trade, and its issue is looked
for with cager curiosity. 'The admitted fucts
are that Paul Heinaemann & Co, tea mer-
chants of Yokohama and New York, shipped
Ly the Obed Baxter 6,199 half chests ol ten,
which recently arvived at the latter port; that
this cargo has since been forwarded to, Canadn
that-upon the avrival of the lirst consignment,
134 half chests, doubts as to regularity avose in
the minds of the customs’ oflicinls, and the lot
wag detained, being subsequently released,
under satistictory representations; that the
ensuing. Iarger shipments wroused suspicion
afresh, and the rest of the consignment, 6,065
balf chests was seized, part in bond in Toronto,
aad part on arvival at this port.- The lnw im-
poses an extra duty of 10 per cent. on all indi-
rect importations of teas, and the breaking of
bulk of any consignment at an - intermedinte
port is held to constitute an indirect importi-
tion. It is asserted on the one hand, thatin
this instance bulk was Lroken in New York,
and on the other that it was not. A fresh con-
sular certificate, it is admitted, was procured in
New York, but under what representations is
not kuown, - The explanation has bLeen offered
that bullg was apparently Lroken through
leaving the dust in which the tea was packed
in New York under a gpecial invoice. The
chief diflicalty in the way of & direct regular
importation into Canada, is, that tea in great
quantities -is only sold in Chinn and Jupan
by the chop or entire product of n plan-
tation, This uecessarily includes many dif-
ferent grades, some of which are quite un-
saleable in: Canaday but find a rendy market
in the States. But achop cannot be imported
regularly into Canada, nod the unsuleable por-
tion exported to the United States on account
of the American duty of 10 per cent. ; so the
only way to import a chop would appear to be
to break bulk in -New York, and send ou to
Canadn only that portion of the consignment
marketable here. Of course there is a great
advantage in buying by the chop, and it this
busineas could be carried on fuirly, large Amer-
ichn bouses might establish an agency in
Canads, (as it is claimed is the true state of the
case under investigation), and soon acquire a
substantial monopoly of the tea trade of the
country. The substance of the whole matter
is that an attempt hug been made to import
teas (in larger quantities than the methods of
the trade reuders explicable, except on the sup-
position of purchasing a chop, which would
entail breaking bulk in New York) without in-
curring the extra duty of 10 per.cent. Whether
or not the requirements of the luw have been
met is the open question. It is genernlly sup-
posed that the government will not undertake
to enforce the penalty of confiscation in the pre-
sent instauce, but merely exact payment of the
additional 10 per cent: duty. In this connec-
tion it may be stated that the attempt to tax
the intentions of importers of. ten, recently re-
ferred to in' the Jourxaw, through compelling
cousignees to declure theyneverintended to sell
in the United States, basbeen abandoned by the

Government; and the teas detained on this ac-
count-have been- released.

Irs coanen for the now well-known com-
pesition, celluloid, that it promises to become
as extensively or variously used as vuleanized
rubber, aud in view of its rapid inerease in favor
as wcheap substitute or imitation for all sorts
of genuine goods, we judge the following des-
cription of’ its properties, and uses from sn ex-
change, will be found interesting, und instruc-
tive.. “ I, (eelluloid,) is produced by mixing
gum camphor with a pulp of gun-cotton, nnd
subjecting the combinntion to n high degree of
pressure ad heat. The result is o hard pro-
duct of extraordinary toughness and elnsticity.
[t can be made plasiic again, and moulded into
any required form.  Any color can be given to
it by the use of coloring matter diving the pro-
cess of manufueture. The uzes to which cellu-
loid i3 put are numerous, and are constantly
increasing. It is extensively used us a substi-
tute for ivory, which it resembles so clusely
that it is sometimes difficult to detect the differ-
ence. It is snid to equal ivory in strength and
clastieity, and not to warp or diseolor  with
time. It has proved i gowd naterial for pinno
and orgnn keys, wed balls, backs of brushes,
tooking-glass frames, handles for knives, forks,
umbrellas and many other articles. It is much
cheaper than ivory, and is claimed to be better
for decorative purposes. It is also nsed with
much success to imitale tortoise shell, mala-
chite, nmber, pink coral, aud other costly ma-
terinls,  In imintion of tortoise shell it is
made into. combs, napkiu rings, match boxes,
card cases, &¢. [mitations of pink coral jewel-
lory are mavde and sold at prices mnch below
those of the genuine. The same is true of imi-
tations of mainchite and amber.  Mouth-picces
for pipes, cigar-holders, &e, are common, It is
also nsed as u substitutefor poreelnin in making
dolls' heads. 'The frames-of eye-glasses, opern-
glasses and spectheles are made of it, Moro ve-
cently it has come into use in combination with
linen, cotton or paper, for shirt bosoms, cufls
and collars. The material hins o hard, glistering
surface, like that of newly-lnundried linen, is
elustic and impervious to moisture, and when
soiled can be renovated with a moistened
sponge.” Celluloid in process of manufucture
is highly explosive, and was vecently the ocen-
sion of & catastrophe in New York attended by
destruction of property and Joss-of life.

ThE TOTAL NUuBER of post offices in Canada
on the st of January, 1880, was 5,606 lo-
cated as follows :—Untario, 2,353 ; Quchec,
1,102 ; Nova Scotin, 994 ; New Brunswick, Te2 ¢
Prince Edward Island, 228; Manitobs, 93;
British Columbiy, 48; North West. Territorics,
21 ; Keewatin, 5. The number of miles of post
route was 39,598; the number of letters deli-
vered, 43,900,000 ; the number of pounds of
printed matter, 9,695,451; the number of book
packages and miscellaneous articles, 5,054,000 ;
the number of parcels, 206,600, 'The revenue
for the year was $1,534,363 ; expenditure, $2,-
167,266; deficit, $632,903. The money-order
offices numbered 778, from which issued orders
in the sum of $6,783,723. The post office sav-
ings banks number 294, representing 27,445
depositors, who deposited $1,973,243 during the
year, nnd on the 1st of January had $3,105,109
o their credit. The receipts from the sale of

stamps amounted to $1,480,209, and the commis-
sions allowed vendors, 16,452, There were
4133,030 letters received at the dead lettor office,
and re-digtributed.  Of a total of 19-4,400 regis-
tered letters, 57 misciurried,

Tue Duke of Beaufort, whose long stay and
travels in this country have afforded him ample
opportunity to form a correct judgment, in re-
plying to a pamphletrecently publish:d in Kng-
Innd by Mr, D, Owen, setting forth that the Bri-
tish farmer cwn still compete with Amerienns
in wheat raising, says: ¢ Glimate nud steam
transportation by land and sea, together with
the Iabor question, on buth sides of the water
muke it out of the power of Knglish agricuitu-
rist3 to compete with growers of wheat in Awmer-
ict; and our furmera must turn their attention
more to better and cheaper modes of growing
beef 2nd mutton, so as not to he driven out of
that market also by the Americans. Tho dis-
tance, difliculty, and expense of transporting
live or dend ment give us an advantage in that
matler which we shall be wise to improve, rather
than wagte our time and capitad in trying the
fmpossible tusk of competing with them in
growing wheat"

Cuicaao boasts o ¢ Ladies Grain Exchange,”
which in the vernaculur of the Board of Trade

“would be doffed a % women’s bueket shop,” and
: hiere the geatler gex, old and youug, vich and

poor, meet in some number daily tobuy and sell
grain on margin, or perhaps more accuralely to
Iny wagers on the future price of grain, afler
tlie manuer of the wmen on 'change.  The room
in which these dealings take plice is neatly
carpeted and furnished, and appropriately av-
ranged with desks and railing for the character
of business to be carricd on, The Chicuyo
Iater-Ucean  deseribes the scene as {ollows:
“QGathered in this room, with their eyes
anxiously scanning the bonrd of quotations,
may be seen during business hours a varied
assortment of females, distinguished by marks
of worldly-itpartance, from the sealskin sacque
10 the tawdry shawl, There are old stagers,
who buy freely and tallk greain vdlubly ; and
there are timid new beginners venturing their
first savings. Nor are men prohibited from
making deals.  Indeed, it seems to be ashop
free for all who are able to furnish the requisite
margin to cover investimeuts. The seene i3 n
busy one, nnd one that calls into force some
very decided indications of churugster, while the
interminable buzz of piping voices makes a dis-
cord ia the ear more horrible than the hulabaloo
of the regulnr board.”

A sorT of index to the prosperity of manufie-
turing interestsin the Eastern States during the
prat year will be fonnd in the following velative
prices of cotton mills stocks as quoted in Bos-
ton Feb, 23rd, 1879, and Feb. 21st, 1880 An-

~ droscoggin mills has risen from T2 to 1 04

Bates from 124 to 141 ; Countinental from 36 to
80 ; ITill from 50 to 106 ; Amoskeng from 1,570
to 1,840 ; Appleton from 650 to 1,0855 Cocheco
from 595 to 750 ; Middlesex from 176} to 2404
Pacilic from 1,655 to 2,400. Other manufactur-
ing shares of all kinds are suid to have enbinnced
in value in like ratio...
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