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TIHE TMIA SEIZURE.

TnE large seiztire of teas by the cis tîois ait-

thorities one Saturday last isL topic of thle live-
liest iiterest to the traîde, and its issu e is looked
for wîith tager ciiriosity. 'The adii ted iets
tr tatit Putil Ileinneiainn & Go., ten ler-
chants of Yokolihamia ad Ndew York, shipped
by the Obel Baxter 1,199 lialf chiests of tel,
wh'Iicth rcotly arrived alt the latter port ; that
this cargo hia; sinice been forwail'irded to. Canîîada;
thaît uîpon the arrival of the irst coisigimient ,
I 134 liai chests, dout bts as to regul irity arose ii
the iniîds of Ithe customîs otlicials, and the lut
wa's detaiiied, beiig subsequlenly reliased,
udter' satifactory retprese'tation; that the
enîsuing larger slipmleats arouised Csicsjiointi
afresh, and tie rest of the colisignilment, 0,005
half chests wa's seized, part in bond in Toronto,

and part 011 arrivl at this port. 'lhe law lim-
poses ii extra duty of 10 pr cent. on all iidi-
rectimportLtions Of lteis, and tithe bcrteakiig of
bnlk of any consignllent at anî interiediate

port is held to constitute na indirect iiporta-
lion. It is usserted 01n the one liand, that in
tihis inîstanîîce blk was br'okuenî in New YokIc,
ande] oui the other that it was lot. A f.reslh cot-
sular certificate, it is admiitted, was procured in1
New York, but tender what represeiltations is
not knîîown'î. 'rte explanation has becti olfred
that bulk wîas apparently brokei throuîgh
leaving the dust in wh'iioi ticle tea vats placked
in Nei York undiler at special inîvoicî'. The
chie diliculty in the wvay of a direct regular
importation into Cinada, is, hit teal lin great
quantities is only sold in Ohlinlai and JeLîai
by the chop or entire product of' at plan-
tation. This necessairily icludes imany dit'-
ferent grades, somtie o fvil cli lire quite un-
saleable in: Canada, but finid at ready miia 1rcet
lin the States. But a chop cannot le imported
regularly into Cinada, and the uisatleaible por-
tion exported to the Ulited States on lccoliit
of the AInericin duty of 10 per cent, ; so the
only iay to import a chopj woîld appear to be
to brealc balk in New York, and send Ont to
Canada on-ly that portion of the consigmillent
marketable here. Of course there is a great
advantage in biying by the chop, and if this
business could be carried on faLirly, large Aier-
icanî houses iniglt establish anti agency in
Cainda, (is it is clained is the îe tcstate of the
case uilder investigation), and soon acquire aL
substantial ionopoly of the tent trade of the
country. rie substance of th whole matter
is hit an ittempt has been made to ilmîport
teas (in larger quantities than the iethods of
the tritie renders explicable, except on the sup-
position of pur'chiasing a chop, vlich would
cntail breaking bulk in New York) without in-
curring flie extra duty of 10 1er cent. Whetheter
or lot hie requiremlîents of the lawi have been
llet li the open question. It is generally sup-
posed that hic government will not unîîdertaîke
to enforce the penalty of confiscation in tlhi pre-
sent instance, but imercly exact paymîîent of' the
additional 10 per cent; duty. Ii this connec-
tion it niay be stated tihat the attempt to tix
the intentions of importers of tea, recently re-
ferred to in the Jouit,, throuîgh compuelling
consignees to declare they never intended tu sell
in the United States, bas beent abandoîied by the
Goverinient, and the teas detaiied on this ac-
count-have been released.

fr is crar.0 foi the nov well-known coin-
position, celuiloid, thtt it prmôuises t become
as extenlsively or vairiously used as vulcanized
rlubber, and li vieîv of its rapid ilcrease in ftvor
lis a dcheap substitute or iilitation ftor all sorts

of' gelluille goods, wre jldge the following des-
cription ofil ils properties, end uses from anti ex-
cha nvige, win ho fîm interesting, and instruc-
tise. Il, (celîîluoid,) is produced by mîîixinîg

glul cImphlîtîo' wVitlh a ilp) of' gîUn-cottoi, anud
subjecting Ilhe combinaitio to a Ihigh degree tIf

pressure ami1 lieat. 'flic resuîlt is il hard pro-
duct of extraoinry toiginess ii elistic:ity.
Il ca be malle pla1stic again, and moulded inti 0
any required tormu. Any color cne bc giv1eni to

it by the lise ot' colorintg tiuutter diîring the pro-
cess o manufacture. The uses tu whicih cellu-
luid is put are umterous, atnd are constiantly

ilcriasing. It is exteilsively used lis aL silbsti-

tut lor ivory, which it reselubles so closely
that it is soinetilies diflicult to' detect the differ-
ence. I, is sail to eî1,s:l 'ivory in strength anîîd

insticity, and not toe warp-1 or discolor with

ille. I t has proved aî good mîîaterial for piano

and organ keys, illi d balls, iIcks of' brushes,
looking-gass frmines, handles for knives, forks,
imbrellits iî td mnany otier articles. It is limuc
chetper than ivory, atnd is claimied to b lutter
for ILecorati've purposes. It is also îused wxlith

iluticli success to iiiiitale tortoise shell, miailla-
chite, imiber, pink coraul, and other costly mua-
leriails In imitation o tortoise shell it is
made into combs, nkinli u rings, mnatch boxes,
card cases, &c. Imititions of pink coral jeveL-
lrv lire malle ai sol uit prices iiclh below
those of tli genuine. The se1 is true of imîui-
tations of' maliachitu ani aiber. olith-pieces
for piples, cigar-holders, &c., are common. Il is

atlso used as I suibstititelfor porcelain in IIaking
doills' iîeads. The frames of eye-glaisses, liert-
glasses and spectaeles are made ot' it. More re-

cently it ias comle into lise i i combinattion w'ith

ilite, cotton or palper, for shirt bosons, cfifs

and collars. The mîaterial has t hard, glistering
surface, likie tiat of new'ly-latuiidtried linen, is
elastic and iipervioius to moistlire, and wheu
soiled cain be rieiovted with a ioistenîed
songe." Celliuloid in process of iaiiiiturtil'e

is iiglly explosive, and wis recentl y Ile Occa-

sion of at catastrophe in Newî York attenled by

destruction of property and tois of life.

Tue roT.m s'omrex ot' pot oMces in Canadda
oi the 1st of Jaiuary, 1880, waîs 5,006 lu-
cated as followis :-Untaîrio, 2,353; Quebec,
1,102; NovI Scutin, u94; Neî Briuswick , 762
Prince Edwîard Island, 228 ; lanitoba, 93
tBritish Columbia, 48; Norhlu West Territories,
21 ; Kcewatin, 5. The mlinluuuber of iles of post
route was 39,598; the numtîîber of letters deli-
vered, 43,900,000 ; the number of pounds of

printeil matter, 9,695rt51; the ntlmber of book
pickages and mniscellaneois articles, 5,05.1,000 ;
the number of parcels, 206,G00. The revenue
for the year was $1,531,363 ; expenditure, $2,-
107,260; deficit, S632,903. The money-order
ollices nîîîumbered 778, fromn vhiclh issiied orders
in the sumi of $0,i88,723. The post office sav-
ings baniks number 294, representing 27,.145
depositors, who deposited $1,973,243 during the
year, and on the Ist of Januuary lied $3,105,109

o tieir credit. The receilpts fron the sale of

staips anouniîted t $1,480,209, and hie commis-
sions allowed veidors, S16,452. Therc vere
413,030 letiers received ait hie dead letteir ollice,
and re-distiribuited. Of at total of 19 1,00 regis-
terei letters. 57 iiscarried.

THE Duke of 3eaufort, whose long sisy aend
travels li this country lave atforded hi aile
opportunity t formi a correct judgmIent, in re-
pllyinig to a pamphlet rece tiy publish d in Enîg-
tand by 31r. D. 0Oen, setting forth thatt the lri-
tishl farmner can still compete vithe Aiericansa
li wheat raising, says: Il Uiima nite nd siteau
transportation by land and sell, together vith
hie labor question, ont IJt h sidesq of thle water
mauike it out of the power of Eniglish agricuiltu-
rists to coimpete with growers of seaut ii AIier-
le t ; and our farmîers iist turn their attention
moure to better and chetper iods of' groviig
beef aend mutton, so a t to be driven out of
that maiiîrket ilso by Ile Amnericans. The dis-
fonce, dillicilty, and expense of trauisporting
live or deaid meat give us an advaitage lin that

matter whliclh we shall be wise to improve, rather
ttani Ilaste 0111 t.ime n capital tryiig the
lliosCsib)le taîsk of coiplîetinîg with themli in

growing wlheat"

CtlAtosut bMIsets a " Ludies Gruin Exchango,"
which in the veriiactilr of the Boitrl of T'rale
vould be dof et aI" women's bucket shoiîp," andf1!

here the geatler sex, old and yoiing, rich anît
Iour, mueet lin some nilstuber daily toi buy and sell

grali on rgm, or perhaps more accuitely to
liny wigers ont the future price of grain, ifter
the ianntier of tlie men on] 'change. h'le roon

in wlich these dealings take place is, leatly
jCarpetedl mnd furnishied, and in-l -d sir-

ringed vith desks and railing for the chiarcter
or business t u lie cariîried on. 'ie C/diciuyo
.later-e <I descrltibes Ile steei as foilw:

Gathered li this root, wvith thecir eyes

anîxiouisly scannlliing tlc board ofi quotationsi,
imay be seen duîîring business hurs a vatried

issoriitent ut' feiIIles, distiiguished tby iiri'ks
of rldlimporgmee, firoi the seilsçii saclque
to the awdry slawl. There ire old stagers,
who buy IreelIy aend tilk grain volubly ; and
there ire timid new beginners viltituring their

flrst savings. Nor are Ien prohitled f'rom

making deats. In , 0, lI, it seems to br shop
fre for Ill who are aile to turiish the requite
mllargin tu cover investimlents. 'T'ie sceniie is a
bisy one, and une ilit calils ilto frce Somte
very decided indicaLions of' chactr, viiile ic
interminable buzz ot piping voices makes a dis-
cord in tle eare m ilore horrible ithan111 the ltililaloo
of the regular board."

A son'rt of index o tlhe prosperity of mniiifitc-
turinig interests in the Easterni States dirinîg tlhe

pist year wl be foihn in 'he 'ohiowiig relîttive

prices of' Cotton iiiIls stocks as qIuotied in Bos-

toi Feb. 23rd, 1879, andi Feb. 2 t.1t, 1880 : A nî-
droscoggii muills his risen fromî 72 to 120 ;

Bales fron 124 to 144 ;- Conitinentil fromî 36 tu
80 ; Hill froml 50 to 106 ;A inoskeing froe 1,570
to 1,840 ; Appleton troi 65)0 Lu 1,085 ; Cocheco

from 595 to 750 ; .liddlesex troii 1761 to 240h ;
Pacific fron 1,655 to 2,100. (Other mîanuîfactur-
ing shares of all kinds lire said to have enhianced
in value in like ratio.


