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and hie nephew, Noel, with letters to the king. An ex­
pedition was then made up the river on the 7th of Septem­
ber, to visit the various rapids, and in this two gentlemen 
companions of Cartier took part. (Hakluyt’s record is 
here incomplete.)

Cartier would seem to have remained in Canada for 
the year, earnestly waiting for his superior to 
arrive. It was not till the 16th of April that ^Boj£i2 
De Roberval started for the wide domain of 
which he was governor. He had now three tall ships, 
and he was bringing out some two hundred colonists, 
women as well as men, to build up his possession. Suc­
cessfully the expedition reached the harbour of St. John, 
Newfoundland, on the 8th of June.

Here, to the surprise of the governor and his party, 
they met Cartier now returning from Canada. He spoke 
well of the country, showed diamonds and gold obtained 
in it, but said he had left it on account of the number 
and disposition of the savages. Ordered by De Roberval 
to return with the colony, Cartier stole out of St. John 
Harbour by night, and returned to France. De Roberval 
went on his way, arrived in Canada, and built a great 
fort, “ Fort France Roy,” at Ste. Croix.

In September he sent back two of his ships to France, 
and with the colony remained to face the winter. During 
the winter the scurvy again appeared, and about fifty of 
the colony succumbed to it. The governor seems to 
have had no lack of occupation in the management of the 
colony. A number of men and women were whipped, and 
Michael Gaillon, one of the number, was hanged for theft.

In June, leaving M. Royere as his lieutenant and thirty 
of the colonists, he sailed with seventy in 
search of gold, leaving the colony till his return 18tt" 
from the Saguenay. It was the disturbed state of 
France that led to E>e Roberval being left without succour.

• There is a report given by Lescarbot that Cartier was 
despatched to Canada, and that Roberval and 
the whole surviving colony were brought back 
to France. Engaged in the French wars, De Roberval,


