
SIR SAM HUGHES* RESIGNATION DEMANDED.
Ottawa, November 9, 1916.

“Dear General Hughes : —
‘‘During your absence I have given very careful consideration to your 

•letter of the 1st instant, and I must express my deep regret that you saw 
“fit to address to me, as head of the Government, a communication of that 
“nature. As you are to return to-morrow, it Is my duty at once to an­
nounce to you my conclusion.

Accuses Sir Sam of Assuming Powers Which He Does Not 
Possess—Premier Neglected Important Duties to 

Remove DilUcultics Unnecessarily Created 
by Sir Ham Hughes—Colleague 

Often Protested.
“Under conditions which at times were very trying and which gave 

“me great concern, I have done my utmost to support you in the adminis­
tration of your department. This has been very difficult by reason of 
“ your strong tendency to assume powers which you do not possess and 
“which can only be exercised by the Governor-in-Council. My time and 
“energies although urgently needed for much more important duties, have 
“been very frequently employed In removing difficulties thus unnecesear- 
“ily created. You seemed actuated by a desire and even an Intention to 
“administer your department as if It were a distinct and separate yovern- 
“ment in itself. On many occasions, but without much result, I have 
"cautioned you against this course which has frequently led to well-found- 
“ed protest from your colleagues as well as detriment to the public In- 
“tereet.

Accuses Sir Sain of Acting Without Authority and 
Consultation.

“I do not Intend to dwell upon the Instances, some of which arc still 
“under consideration, in which you have acted without authority or con­
sultation In matters more or less important. Of these, the latest is the 
“establishment of a Militia Sub-Council in Great Britain, Including the 
“appointment of its personnel. I conveyed to you on the 31st July a clear 
“Intimation that upon so Important a proposal, Involving considerations 
“of the gravest moment, the Cabinet must be consulted before action was 
“taken. All the members of the Government have full and direct respon­
sibility In respect of the very Important matters which the proposed 
“Council would advise upon and direct. The intimation which was given 
“to you In my telegram of 31st July should not have been necessary. As 
“soon as It was received you proceeded to disregard It. Some portions of 
“your letter are expressive of the attitude which I have described and to 
“which you evidently intend to adhere. Such an attitude is wholly Incon­
sistent with and subversive of the principle of joint responsibility upon 
“which constitutional Government Is based.

81r Ram Dismissed Not for Maladministration, Rut for 
Telling the Premier That Certain Statements He 

(the Premier) Had Made Were Not True.
“But more than that, your letter Is couched In such terms that I can- 

“net overlook or excuse It. I take strong exception not only to statements 
“which It contains, but to its general character and tone. You must surely 
“realize that I cannot retain in the Government a colleague who has ad- 
“dressed to me such a communication. I regret that you have thus impos- 
"ed upon me the disagreeable duty of requesting your resignation •* 
“Minister of Militia and Defence.

“Faithfully yours,
“(Signed), R. L. BORDEN. 

“LleuL-Gen. Sir Sam Hughes, K.C.B., Ottawa.”
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