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men. By 1 A.M., of tho 21st, sho was ready for another

action. Altliou^h it wuh more than three hours and u half,

from the tintu this combat commenced, Ixtforo the Levant
struck, the actual fighting did not occupy three-quarters of an
hour. For a night action, tho execution on both sides was
unusual, tho enemy firing much Ixjtter than common. Tho
Constitution was hulled cllcnor in this engagement, than in

both her previous battles, though sho suflered loss in her crew,
than in tho combat with tho Java. Kho had not an oiTicer

hurt.

Tho manner in which Captain Stewart handled his ship, on
this occosion, excited much admir{ition among nautical men,
it being an unusual thing for a single vessel to engage two
enemies, and cscajH) being raked. So fur from this occurring

to the Constitution, however, she actually raked both her op.

ponents, and the manner in which she backed and filled in the

smoke, forcing her two antagonists down to leeward, when
they were endeavouring to cross her stern or fore-foot, is among
the most brilliant manoDuvring in naval annals.

It is due to a gallant enemy to say, that Captain Douglas
commanded the respect of the Americans, by his intrepid per-

severance in standing by his consort. Although the attempt

might not liavc succeeded, tho time, necessarily lost in securing

the Cyanc, gave him an opportunity to endeavour to escape,

that he nobly refused to improve.

(^\^»tuiii Stewart proceeded with his two prizes to Port Praya,

wlk'-re ho arrived on the 10th of March. Here a vessel was
engaged as a cartel, and more than a hundred of tho prisoners

yf e landed with a view to help fit her for sea. Saturday,

Ularch 11th, 1815, a little after meridian, while the cutter was
abseni to bring the cartel under the stern of tho frigate, tho

sea was covered with a heavy fog, near tho water, and there

was a good deal of haze above, but in the latter, the sails of a
large ship were visible. She was on a wind, looking in-shore,

and evidently stretching towards the roads. The first lieu-

tenant, Mr. Shubrick, reported the circumstance to Captain

Stewart. This officer believing that the strange sail would
prove to be an English frigate or an Indiaman, directed the

lieutenant to return on deck, call all hands, and get ready to

go out and attack her. As soon as this order was given, tho

officer took a new look at the stranger, when he discovered

the canvass of two other ships rising above the bank of fog,

in tho same direction. These vessels were evidently heavy
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