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conflicts of the greater with the less; conflicts of the

attainable with the visionary ; conflicts of the real with

the seeming; and may he not have been soothed to

learn that the evil which he found in this part of the

Constitution was the least of two ; was unavoidable

;

was compensated ; was justified; was commanded, as by

a voice from the mount, by a more exceeding and

enduring good? May he not have thought that he

had learned, that the grandest, most difficult, most

pleasing to God, of the achievements of secular wisdom

and philanthropy, is the building of a state; that of

the first class of grandeur and difficulty, and acceptable-

ness to Ilim, in this kind, was the building of our own

:

that unless everybody of consequence enough to be

heard of in the age and generation of Washington—
imless that whole age and generation were in a con-

spiracy to cheat themselves, and history, and posterity,

a certain policy of concession and forbearance of region

to region, was indispensable to rear that master work

of man ; and that that same policy of concession and for-

bearance is as indispensable, more so, now, to afford

a rational ground of hope for its preservation ? May

he not have thought that he had learned that the

obligation, if such in any sense you may call it, of one

State to allow itself to become an asylum for those fly-

ing from slavery in another State, was an obligation of

benevolence, of humanity only, not of justice ; that it

must, therefore, on ethical principles, be exercised under

all the limitations which regulate and condition the

benevolence of States ; that therefore each is to exer-


