
NEW YORK FIREMEN.
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tions that may threaten the country, either

domestic or foreign. Nowiiere, on the earth, 1

sliould think, are such numerous and splendid

bodies of firemen ; and in no place under the

sun, or moon, I honestly think, have they such

extensive, incessant, and unlimited practice.

And what men in the world ought to make

such admirable warriors as firemen 1 At all

times, but especially at the dead hour of mid-

night, forced to leave their homes at a moment's

notice, to start from slumber, after, perhaps, a

day of wearying toil and harassing vexations

—to confront the direst extremes of cold and

heat— to brave the "pitiless pelting" of the

storm—to face the raging element, that is their

remorseless and tremendous antagonist — to

dare almost every imaginable peril without the

prospect of reward, or of promotion, or even

of renown and glory — they should certainly

make heroes, when fame and victory beckon

them proudly onward.

They are trained, too, to strict discipline ;

taught to obey every word of command of their

superiors, and to act together in concert, and it

may be imagined they would prove gallant can-

didates for glory in the field. Often the lieu-

tenants and captains of the Target Companies

are artisans, labourers, clerks, and mechanics.
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