8 . THE STORY OF LOUIS RIEL.

feud had grown up through many long years between
the Hudson Bay Company and the Metis settled upon
their territory ; and it is only bald justice to say that the
reprisals of the half-breeds, the reyolts, the hatred of
everything in official shape, were not altogether unde-
served. m]‘Eouia Riel was at the head of many a jarring
discord. How such an unfortunate condition grew we
shall see later on, and we may also be able to determine
if there are any shoulders upon which we can lay blame
for the murder and misery that since have blighted one
of the fairest portions of Canada.

Louis Riel the elder was in due time blessed with a
son, the same about whom it is our painful duty to write
this little book. Estimating at its fullest the value of
education, the father was keenly anxious for an oppor-
tunity to send Louis fils to a school ; but fortune
not been liberal with him in later years, though the sweat
was constantly upon his brow, and his good wife's fingers
were never still This son had unusual precocity, and

ngers who looked upon him used to say that a
fire slumbered in his eye. He was bright, quick and
piquant; and it is said that it was impossible to know
the lad and not be pleased with his person and manners.
One important eye observed him many a time ; and
this was the great ecclesiastical dignitary of Red River,
Monseigneur Taché. He conceived a strong affection
for the lad and resolved to secure for him a sound edu-
cation. His own purse was limited, but there was a
" lady whom he knew upon whose bounty he could count,
I give the following extract, which I translate from M.
Tassé's book, and I write it tn #alics that it !ay be the
more clearly impressed upon reader’s mind when he
comes to se the first of blood Which shall be
wdortade- s sapemas o s wiashigh, but iy Ovite

of this ) 8
Archbishop Taché having been struck with the intellectua’
precocity of Louis, found a generous protector of prover
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