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Whence this river takes its rife, there is a large quan-

tity of goia duft found, fuppofed to be waflied down
by the rivulets which glide through the caverns of

the Peruvian mountains. It is worthy of obfervation,

that the river St. Francis rolls the largeft rtream at

that feafon of the year when rains feldom fall ; which

is attributed to the vaft quantity of fnow difiblved

by the fummer fun upon the mountain tops.

Six of the captainlhips already mentioned, were

under the government of the Dutch Weft India com-

pany, during their pofTeflTion of this place ; and were

diftinguifhed from the other eight by b; in^; ililed the

Northern Brafil ; thole belongmg to the i?ortugueftt

were called the Southern.

The Dutch captainfhips extended along the fca-

coaft from north to fouth, one hundred and fixtv or

one hundred and eighty leagues ; each of them being

divided into feveral fmaller diftridts, called by the

Portuguefe Fregefias, and by the Dutch i rcgefien.

The captainlhip of Seregippe del Rey, likewife

tailed Carigi from a lake of that name, lies in the

fouthern part of Brafil, upon the river of St. Francis

near the fea-coaft •, in extent thirty-two leagues, and

has in it a Fregefia called Porto Calvo, in which

there is a village named Villa de Bon Succeflb de

Porto Calvo, lituated upon a rifing ground, near fouir

leagues from the fea-lhore, and fortified with two
forts built by the Dutch : the village contains twcJ

ftreets, and is fupplied with a good air by the fea

breezes that fan ir.

This captainlhip was fubjedled to the Spaniards or

Portuguefe, by Chriftovan Barros, who was reward-

ed for his fervice with a confiderable tract of land^

and a power to Icttlc colonies on it •, many perfons

f-epaired thither from the Bay of All Saints, and
fhordy built a finall town, which was, on the 24Lh
of December, 1637, laid v^afte by the Dutch.

Parnambuko, one of the largefl: Dutch captain-

lhips, which derives its name from the hidden rocks
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