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Irihaliitcil by AnJalufiaii Moors, M:ihomct, a lute bcv

of this kin^ilom, planted in this m;i;;hboiirliood a prcat

variety nt truit-trees, placing each fpccics in a fcp.iratc

grove : thin the citron trees arc all placed by tbcmlelves,

without being mixed with the orange or the lime; and

where you gather the peach or apricot, you are not to

cxpeit the pear or apple. In the adjacent valley the fame

public fpiritcd prince ercdled, out of the ruins of an an-

tient amphitheatre, a large mad'y bridge, or dam, with

fluiccs and flood-catcs to raife the Mejerdah to a proper

height, for the refrcfliin;;of his plantations : but this was

too laudable a work for it to laft long in Uarbary, and

therefore it has been entirely broken down and dc-

ihoyed.

ij-'JaUUii. 'I'hecityofBayjah, oi Beja, the Vecca of Salluft, is

a place of great trade, and the chief mart for corn in the

whole kingdom. It is built on the declivity of a hill, and

has the convenience of being well watered. On the

highcll part of the city is a citadel of no great ftrength,

and on the walls, which are raifed out of the aiitient ma-
terials, arc feveral iiifiriptions. In the plains that lie be-

fore the citv, a public fair is kept cvcrv fummcr on the

banks of the Mejerdah, to which the molt- diftant Arabian

ttibts refort with their families and flocks.

afSiiUluh Kerreanah is thoug'.it, from its lonely fituation and

other circumftance?, to be the Thala of Salluft, and was
once the largell city of Bi/.acium ; though it has no other

remainsof its anticnt grandeur, but fome granite and other

columns, which the Arabs have left (landing on their

pedcftals. It has been extremely well watered ; for, be-

sides a confiderable brook which runs inider the walls,

the city has had feveral wells, furrounded with a corri-

dorc, and vaulted over with a cupola. This, with the

goodnefs of the air, are the only benefits this city can

urge in favour of its fituation ; for, except a (mall extent

of ground to the fouthward, which the inhabitants cul-

tivate by fupplying it, at proper times, with the water

of the rivulet, the reft of the adjacent country is dry, bar-

ren, and inhofpitablc. The nrofpeft to the weftward is

terminated with fome naked precipices; or, where the eye

is at liberty to wander through a valley between fome

narrow clilt's, you are entertained with no other view

than of a dcfart fcorchcd up with perpetual drought, and

glowing with the ardent beams of the fun.

Twelve leagues to the eiftward of Ferreanah is Gafsa,

the anticnt Capfa, which is fituatcd on a rifing ground,

almoft cnclofcd with mountains ; but the landfcape is

more gav and verdant than that about the la(t mentioned

citv, from the profpciS it afl'ords of palm, olive, piftachio,

and other fruit-trees. However, this agreeable fcenc is

of fmall extent, and only ferves to refrclh the eye in the

more diftant profpect of an interchange of barren hills

and vallies. Thtfe trees arc watered by two (prings,

one of which rifes within the citadel, and the other in

the center of the city. The latter is probably the foun-

tain mentioned by Salluft, and was formerly covered with

a cupola : it is flill walled round, and difcharges itielf

into a bafon, which was perhaps originallv deligned for

a bath. Thefc two fprings unite their ftrcams before they

leave the city, forming a pretty large brook, which, from

the quantity of water, and the rapidity of the ftream,

might continue its courle to a great diftancc, did not the

inhabitants conftantly u("e it in f'lnplying their planta-

tions. In the walls of fome private l-oufcs, and more
efpecially in thofe of the citadel, which is :> (light modern
building, is a great confufion of columns of granite, en-

tablatures, £.nd altars, which, when entire, and in their

proper fr.uatioos, muft have been great ornamentj to

the city.

SECT. XXIV.

Of the Rtiman and other Anlir/uilit! to be found in the King-

doms of Tunis.

FROM the account we have given of the principal

towns of Tunis, it appears that this country abounds

with Roman and other antiquities; and we fliall now
add to thofe we have already mentioned, others of a more
extraordinary nature. The Rev. and learnc'l Dr. Shaw

f.iyj, it is difEcult to fix the cxafl fiiuatlon of the an-
ticnt city ot iJtic.i, except we allow that the fea hai ///frtt

.

been driven back three or (uur miles bv the ca(b riy wind.".,

and the incrc.d'e of the mud, whien is probuMy the
cafe ; and then it may be jiillly placed at JJodlhatcr,

where are many traces of buildings of great extent and
magnificence, as walls, ciftcfn:;, and a large aqueduiSt.
Iliefe ruins lie about twcnty-levcn Roman miles from
Carthage, and behind them we are entertained with a
view of the large fields which the Romans have rendered
famous by their military exploits.

The celehrat .d city of Carthage has not much betterOt/^LlOk:.
fupported itfelf againfl the »iicrii.icbiiients caiifed by the
nnrth-caft winds, and the mud tlirown out by the Me-
jerdah, which has (lopped up the aiitient harbour, and
rendered it almoft as far dillant from the fea as Utica,
The greateft part of Carthage flood upon three hills, in-

ferior in elevation to thofe on which konie was built.

Upon a place which overlooks the fouth-eaft fhorc is the
area of a fpacious room, with feveral (mailer near it :

fome of them have tcfltlatcd pavements, but neither the
dc(i2n nor the execution are very extraordinary. In
rowing along the (hore, the common (ewers are fecn in
(everal pl.iccs, whi>.h, as they were originally well built

and cemented, time has not in the lead impaired. Ex-
cept thefe, the ciftcrns have fu(Fered Icaft by the ruin of
the city ; for, befides thofe which belonged to particular

houfes, there w.retwo lets for the public ufc: the largeft,

which was the grand rcf-rvcir, and received the water of
the aqueduct, lay near tli;T welt wall of the ;ity, and con-
fifted of more than twenty contiguous cifterns, each a-
bout a hundred feet long and thirty broad. 'I'he (mailer

ciftcrn is in a higher fituation near the rolhon, it being
contrived to colli tt the rain water that fell upon the top
of it, and upon fome adjacent pavements made for that

purpofe. This, however, might be repaired with little

expcnce, the fmall earthen pipes through which the water
was conveyed wanting only to be cleaned.

No other remains of the grandeur and magnificence
of this ancient city, the rival of Rome, are now to
be fecn. \Vc find no fuperb pieces of architecture

;

no triumphal arches ; no columns of porphyry or gra-
nite; no curious cnt.-iblatures : all the broken walls and
ftruiturcs now to be f'cen, being erected either in the
Gothic manner, or by the later inhabitants. However,
the ruins of the celebrated aquedud that conveyed the
water into the greater cifterns, may be traced to the di-
ftance of at lealt fifty miles. This was a very expenfivc
work, and that part of it which extends along the pc-
ninfula, was beautifully faced with ftonc. Dr. Shaw
obfcrvcs, that at Arriana, a fmall village to the north-
ward of Tunis, are feveral entire arches, which he
found to be feventy feet high, and fupported by piers

fix teen feet fquarc. The water channel above thefe

arches was vaulted over, and plaiftcrcd with a ftrong

cement: a man of the ordinary fize m.iy walk upright
in it, and at certain diftanccs holes are left open both

1
for the admiflion of frcfh air, and the convenience of

! cleaning it. A temple was erected at Zowan, and at
' Zungar, over the fountains by which this aqueduft is

fupplied with water ; that of Zungar appears to have
been of the Corinthian order, atid ends very beautifully

in a dome that has three niches, and extends over the

fountain. In thefe niches were probably Itatucs of wa-
ter-nymphs, or other deities.

;
Farther to the eaft is the fani^uary of Seedy DouJe,

' which takes its name from David, or as they pronounce

;
it Doude, a Moorifli faint, whofe fepulchrc is here
Ihewn five yards long Yet this ftrudture appears to be
part of a Roman I'raetorium, from the contiguous Mo-
faic pavements, all of them executed with the gieateft

fymmetry and cxadtnefs: the figures are horfes, ticcs,

birds, and fifhcs, beautifully inlaid in fuch a variety of
colours, that they even appear more g.iy and lively than
nuny tolerable paintings. The horle, the infignia of
the Carthaginians, is reprcfcntcd in the bold pofture in

which it appears upon the African medals ; the birds

arc the hawk and the partridge; the fifties the gilt-head

and the mullet ; and the trees the palm and the olive.

The defigner perhaps, intending to pointout the ftrength,

the diverlions, the iifliery, and the plenty of dates and
olives.


