
323Settlements in America,

cxpcnces incident to the word part of the

law, and pradlifed by the mod: corrupted

lawyers, flourilh here; nt the lame time that

juftice is fo lax that the grcarefl: crimes often

pafs with impunity. Formerly the judges

could not legally puniili any Portuguelc with

death. And it is not diHicult -to imagine,

how much a licence in fuch a country muft
have contributed to a corruption, that it

may be the buliners of lucceliions of good
magiftratcs, and ages of good difcipKne, to

reftore to foundncfs. Upon the river of Ama-
zons, the people, who are moftly Indians

and reduced by the priefts fent thither, arc

Itill under the government of thefe paftors.

The feveral divilions of this country are called

millions.

As the Portuguefe have been once difpof-

felled of this country by the Dutch, and

once endangered by the French, their mif-

fortunes and dangers have made them wife

enough to take very effedual meafures for

their future fecurlty. St. Salvador is a very

flrong fortification ; they have others that are

not contemptible ; befides a good number of

European regular troops, of which there arc

two regiments in St. Salvador. The militia

too is regimented, amongft whom they reckon

fome bodies of Indians, and free Negroes j

and indeed at prefent Brazil feems to be in as

little danger a? the fettlements of any power
Y 2 of


