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the reign of George II. hght companies were added

to infantry regiments; and in 1764 a Board of

General Officers recommended that the grenadiers

should lay aside their swords, as that weapon had

never been used during the Seven Years' War.

Since that period the arms of the infantry soldier

have been limited to the musket and bayonet.

The arms and equipment of the British Troops

have seldom differed materially, since the Conquest,

from those of other European states ; and in some

respects the arming has, at certain periods, been

allowed to be inferior to that of the nations with

whom they have had to contend
;
yet, under this

disadvantage, the bravery and superiority of the

British infantry have been evinced on very many
and most trying occasions, and splendid victories

have been gained over very superior numbers.

Great Britain has produced a rate of lion-like

champions who have dared to confront a host of

foes, and have proved themselves valiant with any

arms. At Crecy, King Edward III., at the head of

about 30,000 men, defeated, on the 26th of August,

1346, Philip King of France, whose army is said to

have amounted to 100,000 men ; here British valour

encountered veterans of renown :—the King of Bo-

hemia, the King of Majorca, and many princes and

nobles were slain, and the French army was routed

and cut to pieces. Ten years afterwards, Edward
Prince of Wales, who was designated the Black

Prince, defeated at Poictiers, with 14,000 men,

a French army of 60,000 horse, besides infantry,

and took John I., King of France, and his son,


