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French abandcmctl upon th'jir approach. In ihis fitua-

tioii thcv continuccl for Tome time, un;iMc to torm
viikicr lb hot a iirc, and havln't maiiv irallant ofBccrs

W'.vdiulcd, who (carelcls of tlu'lr pcvi"or..>) had hcvn

loicly intent upon their duty. I law the rd")I'olutc ne-

ccility of calling them ol}*, that they n'light torni

themiUvcs behind Brigadier Monckton's coi ps, which
was now lauded, and drawn upon tic beach, in ex-

treme cood order.

By this new accident, and this fecond delay, it was
near near iiia;ht, a fudden ilorm came on, and the

ti;'e Ve.'.nm t:; ii;ake ; (o that I thounlit it mcll: avi-

vilcable, not to peri'cverc in Co difllcuk n:"i attack, kil

(in cai'e oF a rep>ulie) the retreat of Bria^adier Town.f-

hend's crrps nnLih. be hazardous and unccitain.

Our artillery had a great efiecl upon the enemy's

left, where the Brigadiers Towniliend and Murray
were to liave attacked; and, it is probable, th.at it

thofe accidcnits I have fpoken cf had not lianpeneJ, v/e

fhould have penetrated there, whiHl our left and cen-

tre (more remote from our artillery) niull have borne

all the violence of their mul^quetr)'.

Tbe French did not^attempt to in.terrupt our march.

Some of their favaacs came down to murder fi;ch

wounded as could not l<e bro'j^h. cfr, and to fcalp

the dead, as tb-circuftcm is.

The place where the attack was intended has

thefe advantages over all others hereabout. Our ar-

tillery could be brought into ulb. Tlic grcatei't part,

or even the wdiolc of the troops, might act at once.

And the retreat (in caic of a repulie) was fecure, at

lea ft for a certain timiC of tlie tide. Neither one or

other of thefe advantages cari anv where eifebe foiind.

'^I'he cn,:my we:c in^deed poilcd upon a commiuuiing

enn'nencc. The beach, .por. which the tro.')ps were

drawn, up, was of deep mud, v/ith holes, and cut by ievc-

ral gullies. The hill to b;; axended very fleep, antl not

every where praclicable. The enemy luniieious in

their
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