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that th('.«" .sliiill bo .socnrt'd ; tlioy liavo interests, and they doniand that tlicse shall be
]U'()tccttMl. Too far iTinovt'd to iinju'i'ss th(^ni with a consciousness of its jjower, Cana-
dian antlioiity has, by a seii(!S of blunders, Ibrfeitcd their respect. iJefore acciniring

lawful jurisdiction, or tith^ >)f any sort, it conuueiu-ed the work of surveying- the ter-

ritoiy—a measure which, in the circumstances, loolced ajfj^ressivt^, and was calculated
to awaken fears anionj;' tlie population as to tlu' secuiity of tiieir tcMuire. It stMit in

functionaries au<l servants whose ))r«'teusions were an insult, and whos*; method of
dealiuj^- with obstacles provtdvcd jealousy and ill-fcclinjj;. To makir matters worse, the

fi;overuor appointed to rule over them was accoui]>anie«t by a larju'c staff of oflicials, se-

lected by the Canadian i;()vernnu'nt with no consideration for auyliiinj;' but its own
pleasure. A cut-and-dry <;-overunu'nt was to be imi»osed upon the i»eo)de—a •"overu-

nient of whose pcrsoinivl and character t!u\y knew literally notiiinjf, and tlie approach
of wliich seeme<l to tliem a si<;n of conciuest, or at least of a Itaryaiu and sale, involv-

in<5 tliemscives and their interests, but over the terms of which they exercise no con-

trol. Ai;ainsl this state of thinj;s the insurrection is directed. Precisely how far it

has enlisted tlie resident po[»ulation, and fo wliat extent the cimtest is betwoeu tlu;

people of I''i'e!irli origin and of tiiose nior.' strictly Brilisli. we liave yi't to asr,;>rtain.

A nn'st.ake will be committed if, in consideriuj>; tlu* causes ami scope of tlie insurrec-

tion, some allowance be not made for the variety and slren<;th of tlie AuK'ticau iullu-

ences wliich liav(! loii^' been in openition in the lte<l liiver rej;'ioii. .Separated from
Canada by a vast wilderness of rock and s\vam|t, the inhabitants of the Territory have
no commmuication Viith the outer world, save throuj;h tlie Ciiited Stat«'s. They have
been accustomed to carry their products to St. Taiil for .sale, and have derived thence
their supiilies. 'I'lieir country was all bul inaccessible until Minnesota enterprise

established (he meai , (tf conniiunication Uinnesotiaiis i;a\c them stai;!' coaches and
a steamI>oat. witli their at tendaiit mail; co. . icrcial facilities; and the m.irvelous
pro<;ie>s of the Minnesota riiili'oad syste: lolds out to them ]U'os)iects of eheaji i'.nd

rapid intercouise with t\\v market on wli i they mainly tleix'inl. All these are jiower-

ful a;iencii's in the work ot' Americanizin , the ]>eo))le. 'i'liey know (,'anaila (Uily as a
ftir-otf country, which has never done anythiiij;- for their beiielit, and which proposes
to make the purchase of the Hudson's 15ay Company's )»ossessions a jiretext l')r inllictinj^

ujtonlhem an autlimity haviii;;' no sympalhy with thcii' wauls or wishes. On tlie

other hand, they know Anirricans as their nei,;;hbors ami tVirnds, as their co-vvorkers

and customers, with whom they are idenlilied in all that relates to the future of the

Northwest.
Th's feelinjr is, of course. reci|>rocated. Our iiioneers and trappers and liunters know

the people eiina^cil in tills insurrecl ion, and will not stand idly by if the Canadian
autlKU'ities atlempl to carry out Mi'. McDitajfall's threat aini enlist Indians in their

cause. If that ;;oveniuieut tiiids itself al)le to transport troops and supplies over its

own territory via I'orl William, and so manau,'e to retake I'orl Cany and put down the

rebcll; on hv ri'^ular force, there, tor a time, the matter ma\ end. TlielasI^ may not bi

easily iiceomplishcd. These l\ed K'iver men may dr;iw aid and comlurt of a very luac-

tical kind liom the bold, adventurcnis clement v hicli forms so larec a proportion ol our
frontier population, lint if. after all. Canadian .•iiithoritv vindicates itseii with tin*

hel p ol llril ish lroo| IS ai;ainst the insiirm'iits of the llndsiMrs li.iy Company s terri-

tiM'y, there will be no disposition to bei;riid;;c its ;;loiy or to (|neslion its tith'. 'i'hus

cir<'imiseiil)ed. it is a (piairel with wliieh we have no direct eomein, W'e shall culti-

vate neutrality after the approved liritish fashion.

Milt if it is to be made, whollv or in part, an Indian war—if fhesavaf^ s of the plains,

whether of the Saskatehi'wau or of tin- eounli\' south of the Itmtlci', are to bec(Miie

auxiliaries of Ibilisli power in the effort to crush the opposition of those who by law
are llril ish suh/jects. the aspi'ct- of the case will be allonctiier eli:ini;vd. An Indian war
(HI the frontier would reallv mean hostilities (hi Ih si(|( if th. Iini' Will le sav-

ii;{es ineited to sava;;(ry, the b:isis ol' a eomnion cause between the front ieiiiien wmild
Noon be Ibiiud. A compliciitioii so a;;;i'ra\aled wonhl iii\ ol\ (^ <'ontiu;;euries which few
of us like to cim template, just now. Tin* faet that these coutii.;j;eiicies will lii" )n'ecipi-

tated upon us whenever the Canadian ollicials make Indians parties io their i|uarrel,

should sn;;i;est to them the exercise of eieati'r cantiim than has been ajiparcnt in the

rt'porlcd aeticui of some of their emissaries.

The (iisl eondiliim ol' sai'ety in this lespecl is the recall by the Ilominioii authorities

of Mr. .Mcl)on;iall. wlmm the Ifnl K'iver insnry,ents refuse to receive as edveuior, and
who is now an exile iimier the stars and stripes at I'eiidtiua. His position is at onco
aiutiiialouH and alisuid. I'nalile to («nter the Territory (».er which he was appointed to

rule in st'ile, he and his ministers and stall' have soii;;ht refujj>'e on Aineriean soil

Tin rein they have displayed ]irndence. if not di;j;iiily. .\s exiles, however, Ihey have
tie riv-hl to i>rolii hy tile o)iportnnilies of I'enduiia to inaniinrali> pl.ins I'm \\a^iu>{ war
n^ainsl the insurgents. If Mr. .Mel )(m).(all may with impunity ecuivi'il a lo^ sininty in

that lively town into his headipiarleis as a Canadian oliicia I, with the view of carry in;j;

on hostilities in behalf of Canadian anthoril> , why may not Mr. Ii'iil, the leader of

the insiiryeiils. make lii» lieiKl<|iiurlern in tinotlier J'einbiim slniiity i And why amy
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