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want to sing]e out anly particular province.
I kncjw that the demands upon the Govern-
ment are very great; that constituents press
for Ibis, that, and the other thing, and it is
vcry bard to refuse; but rcally we must
sacrifice something in this country in
order to put it on a sound financial
business basis, and we might as well make
up our minds te do it. No doubt the Gov-
eroment is approached from every quarter for
improvements in various directions.

1 cannot help feeling that it would be a
great thing for tbis country if we had a
controller or an officiai holding some such
poÀ,-tion, in which he couid exercise a great
deal of influence, a gentleman of the type
of the late Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, who
was Prime Minister of Canada. Mr. Macken-
zie put this matter better perhaps thaci any
other man bas donc, in a letter to Mr. Thomas
Hodgins, who wvas Liberal member for West
Elgin in the Ontario Legisiature fromn 1871
to 1879. This letter was publisbed in the
Toronto Globe some years age. In that letter
Mr. Mackenzie said:

"Friends ( ?) expeet to be benefited by offices they
are unfit for, by contracts thcy are not entitled to, by
advances not earned. Enem es alIy themnselves with
fricnds and push the friends to the front. Somne attecnpt
ta storm the office. Sonne dig trenches at a distance,
and approacli in regular siege form. I feci like the
besieg,,d. lyng on my arma night and day. I have
offended at least twenty parliamentary frienda by
defence of the citadel. A weak minster here would
ruin the party in a month, and the country very
soon.',

Those conditions do net apply in exactly
that forma to-day, but the idea and the senti-
ment need to be kept before this country.
Many of the men who ask for money to be
spent for certain projects in their own con-
stituencies are perfectly honest men, and the
only thing neccssary in dealing with themn is
for the Government representatives to have
the courage te say ne.

If I migbt be allowed te refer te a personal
experience, I felt, when I returned from. Eng-
land in 1919, after demnobilization, that I
would net have a friend in this country be-
cause of my frequent refusais te the numereus
ambitions and desires of people. I learned
what it was te be obliged te say ne, te say
it frequently, and te stick te il. But I did
net fied that it did me very much barmn, par-
ticuiarly wben oe had right and justice on bis
sida. Wbat this Government neads is te bave
tbe courage te say ne aed stick te il; othar-
wise Ibis country's cradit wili in a sbort lima
be in a condition that we wiIl vary mucb
regret.

Thesa are my views in regard te the tre-
mendous amount of money Ibat is being
voted in the Estimalas. I do net tbink we
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can afford such expenditures. I think we
bave overdone it, and thal il will rasul in
disaster. The phrase "pork barrel" is
in some sensas a littie offensive in relation
te the axpenditura of public monay. It was
invetad in the United States, and we have
net used it mucb in Canada; yet are net thosa
words as used in the United States applicable
te some lhings wa sec in Ibis country at
îrcscnt? The idea is that a litîle moeey
should be voted in Ibis place, and a litîle
moncy in the other te countarbalance it, se
that it will go all round and nobody will kick.
We are net in a positien te adopl such meth-
ods. I do net think that we can go on spend-
ing meney just as if we bad ne raiiway preb-
lem, as if we bad ne war debl, and as if Ibara
were tbeusands of people ceming mbt the
country and settling on the land.

Thasa conditions as I recite thamn ougbt te
be considarad and faced. The Goveroment
are the trustees of the people of this country,
and it scems te me that they sbeuld undar-
stand thair position. If a man in business
conductcd his affairs in sucli a way as te be
unabie te pay bis debts, and was recklcss
and earaless, ha would become bankrupt and
would ba denounced by the public. On the
other band, a man wbo strugglcs earnestly
te meet bis ebligations and pay his dcbts
is considcrcd an bonourable man. I admit
thal il wotîld ba difficuit te bankrupl
this country, but wc want a happy and con-
tentcd people bere, and we want te reduce
the cost of living in Canada. Unless taxation
and the cost of living are rcduced, and ex-
cessive fraigbl ratas, wbich are about 100 per
cent more than tbay were pravieus te the war,
wa cannel develop interprovincial trade. Very
great complaints are being beard in Ibis re-
gard frem. the Maritime provinces and aise
from. the West. I think the lime bas arrived
wben the situation as I have outlined it
sbould be taken mbt consideralion by the
Government. and I wîsh simply te enter
my protest against Ibis great expenditure.

Hon. J. S. McLENNAN: I wisb te as-
sociate myscîf witb the ideas of the bonour-
able gentleman wbo bam just spoken, and te
recaîl te the flouse Ibat Ibrea or four yaars
ago we bad a Committee on the Macbinery
of Governmant. Ona of the things that Cern-
mittee suggested te the Government of Can-
ada was a metbod by whicb tbey migbt be
relieved of wbat is undoubtedly aiways a
difficuit position-refusai of requests of their
friands. The idea was te have a Board of
Public Works te wbicb ceuld ha submitted
ahl propositions made for the axpendilura of
public money in applications fromn constituen-


