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grave concern as te the eff et these various polis rnay have
upen the average voter. Indeed I gathered frorn his
rernarks that he is cf the opinion that the voter is being
led dewn the weli-knewn garden path.

On this peint I have te disagree. Few, if any, public
opinion poils in the past three or four electiens have, in
my opinion, been correct. I say that the average voter, in
the west at least, pays littie or ne attention te, such poils.
Voters rneet the candidates and speak with thern, and then
rnake up their rninds. I arn sure that the hon. rnerber for
Winnipeg North Centre (Mr. Knowles) must knew from
ail his years in politics that it i. the people whe make up
their minds, net the polis.

I cannet accept the view ef the hon. rnerber frorn acres.
the way who went en about the big rnoney parties contrel-
ling such polis. Ha. he ne f aith or trust in bis fellew
citizens? Does he believe that rnost voters are se naive that
they wîli believe anything they hear en the radio, see on
television or read in the newspapers? I weuld net dare
accuse the electers, in my riding at ieast, ef such
foiishness.

If we choose te enforce such a bill as Bill C-213 we are,
in effect, telling the people of Canada that they are net te
be trusted; that in the opinion of the supporters cf thîs
bill-

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Penner): Order. I regret te
interrupt the hon. rnember but I do se te seek the will cf
the House concerning private rnerbers' heur which, as
hon. members know, started at 3.54 p.rn. Is it the desire of
the Heuse that private members' heur be preciseiy one
heur, or that we should allow the hon. mernber te continue
until fivè o'cieck?

Mr. Kriewles (Winnipeg North Centre): Mr. Speaker, at
3.54 p.rn. we called it four o'cleck se I think we should go
te five e'clock.

The Acting Speaker (MIr. Penner): Is that agreed?

Somne hen. Memnbers: Agreed.

Mr. Pearsail: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I was saying,
we are, in effect, telling the people cf Canada that they are
net te be trusted. I gather that the supporters cf this bill
are cf the opinion that the average Canadian dees net
have the intelligence te understand what he or she sees,
hears or rnay read during an election carnpaign, and I f ind
this carrying things a littie toc far. As I said earlier, thank
heavens there are net tee rnany cf our electors sitting in
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the galleries today, for I arn afraid they would have sme
very harsh things to say about their representatives down
below in this chamber.

I believe that the great rnajerity of Canadians are intel-
ligent eneugh to review ail the issues during a an eiection.
They rnake their choice regardiesa of what the pols try to
tell thern. There is a poli conducted on the weut coast
which i. known as the hamburger po11, and which has
been going on for quite a f ew years. Perbapu other mem-
bers have it in their areas as weii. Sorne of the resuits of
this poli have been really ridiculeus, but it was amazing
how it was enly the news rnedia that built it up to any
extent. When the final resuits came in the man with ail
the hamnburgers in bis favour lest the election, and hi.
supporters ended up with bad stornacha.

Ahl through this bill the average Canadian i. being told
that he i. net te be trusted when he walks inte a polling
station, or looks at television, or reads a newspaper during
an election carnpaign, and I honestly f eel that thi. lu an
insuit te, the average Canadian, indeed to ail Canadians.
They make their choice regardies. cf what the polse try te
tell them. I believe ail rny felew Canadians conduct thern-
selves during an election in a rnanner that we would
expect cf them.

When I hear it said teday that the Canadian people can
be contarninated by such polis, I cannot help but wonder
what is the thinking cf the hon. member and how lu he
geing te answer the people in bis riding when he put.
ferward such a bill as this.

Mr. Crouse: He ha. been through eight electiens so I
think he can answer te thern for a little while longer.
Don't let that concern you.

Mr. Pearsail: Well, I told the House I was a naive
backbencher. Therefore I cannot concern rnyself with this
bill and I believe it shouid be withdrawn.

I should like te rnake one other point that I rnlssed and
which the hen. rnernber raised. He atternpted te, convey te
us that the kind ef poil he was rnentiening in hi. bill could
have an influence-

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ponner): Order. please. Once
again I regret having te interrupt the hen. member but the
heur alietted for private rnerbers' business ha. now
expired. Lt being f ive e'clock. this Heuse stands adjeurned
until Menday next at 2 p.rn.

At f ive e'clock the House adjourned, without question
put, pursuant te, Standing Order.
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