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In the past a great many royal commissions
have been set up ta invaetigate various prob-
lems. We have had the RowelI-Sirois report
respacting dominion-provincial relations. We
have had the coal commission report, and
several other commissions have investigated
railway problems. The general procedure
seems to have been ta appoint a commission
to take evidence, and then to shalve the
report, doing nothing about the situation.

I believe this goveromant, at the present
time should set up another royal comminssion,
the purposa of which would be to investigata
the amount of technological davelopmnent. that
hias taken place in Canada since the- turn of
the century, with particular reference to the
davelopmant between 1920 and 1945. If that
information were readily availabla it would
afford labour an opportunity of getting a
settlament for soi-ne of its present problems.

I hold in my hand an article whichi I clipped
from the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix. This con-
tains a report given by the Minister of Trada
and Commerce (Mr. MacKinnon) and deals
speQiflcaliy -with Canada'S foreign trada. The
article states:

During 1946 the milister announced the do-
minion's exporte rose to a total value of $2,312
million, or more -than two anti one-liaif times as
great as the five-vear pre svar average from 1935
to 1939.

"It le eneouraging to note that despite the
elnimnation of the.ýe war gç>ods froîn our export
trade," -Ur. M-ýacRiion said, "the volume of
peace-time commoilities lias been maintained at
a high enough levai to ansure full employmnent
in Caisada's great but vulnerable export indus-
t ries.',

I am sure avery lion. membar is pleased t.o
know the minister was able to makze a state-
ment of that kind respecting our foreign
tiade, particularly wvith respect to the aspect
of full amployment. That, again, is soma-
thing w'hich should recaive due consideration
from the bouse, bocause there is great danger
that in the future our goveromant and private
anterprise wîll not be able to afford fuîll
employment, to the people of Canada.

I note the minister lias said that the pro-
viding of full employmant to our people is
largely dependant, upon our export trade.
ilere are some figures which deal with that
export trade. At this point I sbould lik-e to
compare our bast pcacatima year after the
economie daprassion of 1929 with the year
1946. In 1938, which svas the bcst year fol-
lowing the depression, we had in Canada
870,173 unemployed employable persons, while
in 1946 we had approximately 158,000, a comn-
paratively small figure svhen compared with
that of 1938.
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But here are aur prescrit experts, for the
firat nine months of 1946, as compared with
ou-r experts for the twelve months of 1938. I
believe the figures 1 am about to place on
record, reveal the fact that, unless we are abla
D maintain aur trade as it is today,, we shahl

nave difficulty in the future in providing full
amployment. These figures for Canadian
excperts are as follows:

9 mosstbs .12 months
1946 1938

Newsprint............$187,400,000 $115,600,000
Wood pulp ............ 82,800,000 33,500,000
Plankez and b)oards ... 79,300,000 43,400,000
Automobiles and trucks 45,800,000 22,900,000
Faim imiplements..22.900,000 8,200,000
Bacon aud hamn........51,600,000 32,300,000
Fertilizer............. 24,300,000 7,900,000

1 believe the minister is right when he says
that these exports must be rnaintained if we
are to provide full employment in this
country. But I believe other hion. membars
who belong ta different groups in the house
are right when they say that these axports
will not be maintainad. And thay will flot
be maintained because the countries to which
exporte are made are going to rabuild. As
soon as the devastated areas in Europe and
Asia bave been rababilitated, we shaîl en-
couinter difficulties in the marketing of aur
commodities.

I sug-gest that if we are not to face a serious
unemployment problam in the future the
government must now take steps ta overcome
conditions whicli may devalop. The first
action to be taken should ba that of investi-
gating the possibilitias of establishing in aur
better industries the forty-hour weak. That
could ba donc, if tise findings of the royal
commission, the setting Up of whicb I have just
suggested, were put into affect. We could
pick out our best industries where the profits
are bigbest, and have thosa industries estab-
lish the forty-bour week, with no reduction
in taka-bome psy. Than the governiment
could go forward and maintain invastmnent in
C'anadian industry from the public treasury.
By that, I mean it could in.stitute public works,
raforestation programmes, bigbway construc-
tion programmes in caoparation with the pro-
vincial governments-snything ta, maintain
,a condition of full employment througbout
the country.

It is interasting ta note that in 1938, our
bast peacatime year, we had in circulation in
Canada $352 million, or a per capita incarne
of S104. Thosa figures have increasad staadily
until at the prasent time, tbey bave reacbed
an alI-tima higli. Tise money in circulation
to.day stands at $1,079 million, or a par capita
income of $708. If that condition is ta be
maintsined-and it must ha rnaintained if


