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or foui-and this is fair means under the aot
-could vcry easily in the la.st two hours of
voting challenge enough people to block the
poils. It is ail very well to say there are ten
heurs to vote, but even ten boucs with three
hundred voters mes a voter every twe
minutes during the whoie day. This affidavit
xvili take five minutes to get signed if it is
properiy done.

An hion. MEMBER: More than that.

McI. DUPIIE: No.

Mr. POWTER: The Solicitor Generai says
ne. 1 tliink it was the 'Minister of Justice,
or perhaps the Prime Minister who said they
wished to correct the present system whereby
a voter cornes in and they say, "You swear
to tlhis," and that is ail. It is rnucb essier
to say, "You sign this." They wili not go
through ail the"formaility of swvearing, they
wvili just say, "Sigo this," and they wiil sign.
If a man is goin.g te tclegraph hie wiii sigil
anyth.ng, lie wili sign bis cross, and how can
you ideotify him aftccwards?

Mc. MacýiNICOL: H1e wen't be able to vote
icregulariy as often.

McI. POWEll: It is ail very weli foc the
Mini'itcc of Railways to s.îy, "That is dif-
fercrnt, this i.' net impersonation. this is fer-
gery." He thinks it is geiog te be made more
difficuit beý-aîse another crime is piled on
top of the crime that iready cxists. I wondýer
if my hion. fcîend the M.ýinister of Raiiways
ever saw a propcciy d.rawn ciectien petitien.
A man whose election is ýprotested is accu6ed
of eveiy crime they cao think of.

Mc. M\ANION-ý: They neyer contest mine.

Mr. POWERl: No, there is aiways a saw-
off in Ontarie, I understand.

Mc. MANIO-N: Neyer had a saw-off in
any ef mine.

Mc1-. POWERl: If my lion. friend ever 55w
an ciectien petition hie would be appaiied at
th- numhc-r of crimes y'ou can commit under
the Dominion Elections Act aiready.

Mc. M XNION: My hion. fciend ougbt te
ke 0w.

Mc. POWERl: Evcrything from hicing a
man te dcive votecs te the polis--whicb 1
thougbit was absiird-te pecsonation, suborna-
tien of pcrs.en:tien, ncd tle Lord knows how
macy et lieri crimeýý. To add anether cime
that of pe. wyxiii net change the attitude
of the poison who intends te poli a vote
whieh hie is net ectitird te poil. I can assure
mny hion. fciend tliat the oniy effeet this can
possibl * have is first te prevent the henest
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man frem veting. In ry eaciy days it was
censidercd quite a favoucite trick te chal-
le-nge thp rnost respectable man on the op-
posite side, te say, "New we wiii put the oath
te this fciloyw and hie wiii probabiy waik eut
of the peliig booth insulted." H1e wiii be
fac more insuited if you ask him te sign; hie
wviil say, "Ilil be ýdacned if I'rn geing te sign."
I maintain that given the idea of winning the
election, in any poliing subdivision wbere it is
fairly certain that one pacty is predominant,
a serutineer witb a certain arneunt of courage
by insisting on these affidavits in the iast two
boucs of voting can block the polis. H1e can
keep twenty-five per cent of the voters in a
labeur constituency frern voting.

An lion. MEMBER: More than that.

Mc. POWERl: I can tell ny hion. friend
the Solicitor Gencrai these people can do
tlint if they se desire, there weuid be nothing
fraudulent in it, yeu ceuid net attack themn
under this er any othee act, tbey would be
perferming a pecfectiy legai action hy insisting
on nec voter whe came in afýter five e'ciock
being ohliged te sign the affidavit. 1 ask my
lion. friend in ail conscience te imagine what
wxoulul happen in St. Sauveur sbould such
teicties be t.cied either by bis -ide or ours.
I think the rneuntcd police weuid bave te
corne back frem Reginia.

Mc. DIJPRE: The saine thing ceuid be
dene uinder the aid iaw, and it xvas net dene.

Mc. POWEll: The same thing couid b-e
done by wa.y of sweacing. yes. But it wiii
take fac moce time foc this affidavit te be
dcawn.

Mc. DUPRE: No, it is very short.

Mc. POWERl: Henest people will argue
for heurs before tbey xviii put their signa-
ture te a document, huit those wbe are vot-
ing dishonestily wiil take eniy a second te
write their niames, they xviii sigo crosses, and
thcy xviii be gene. It is easy for these who
wish te s!ign an affidavit and se hlind them-
selves te the truth te do se; we ail know
that in our practice in the courts, but it is
extiremnely difficuiit te get a man te coe
before the court and swe-ar te the sarne tbing
that hie wiil put bis signature te. The dis-
hocest man. or the man whe is net fuiiy
coscieus ef bis duty, will eign tbis paper
in a moment. The henest man wili absolutely
refuse te de se. and- the unjust scrutineer,
particularlv if lie is backed by a partisan
returning efficer, cao provent the true ex-
pression of the people threugh th.eýr votes.
That is why I arn eppesing this affidavit.


