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who desires to see patronage eliminated What does tbis mean? This Bil la juat a
more than I do. Patronage has been the reflection cf what governments have been
curse of politics in this and other coun- doing in 'this and ether countries. Ad-
tries. It is what induced some people to ministrations have got rather tired of or-
call politics "une sale cuisine," or a dirty dinary members cf Parliament; they are in
business. But it is not necessary, I re- the way, and thinga cannot be done as
spectfully submit, to appoint a commission quickly as they could be dene if ministers
of this sort to get over the difficulty. There could enly have their own sweet wiii. ln
are purchasing agents in every department, Great Britain commissions have been
and one way to get over the difficulty would formed ad libitum. They have been created
be for these purchasing representatives cf in large numbers in this country, and one
every department to have an association of the duties that fails upon tbe representa-
whereby they would communicate the tives of the peeple in this and other coun-
necessities of their several departments to tries is ta see that the House of Parliament
one another and see that one, was never reaumes its'functions, that it shah ne longer
bidding against the other in buying sup- be a rubber stamp for wbat the ministers
plies, or if it is necessary to go still further desire ta do.
-and my experience of public matters is In ene sense that is not the great question.
not sufficient to enable me to state whether In another sense it gees ta the very reet
ila or net-a purcWasing department might of the matter. Are the ministers desirous

be fermed composed cf well-paid and intelli- cf avoiding responsibiiity? In the days
gent civil servants, and preided dover by gone by heira t s and th e nprinces must
the minister, who will be respmnsible to this n t have their teachera' banda laid upon
House for wbat that purchasing department them. They had " whipping boys ", and if
dees. the young prince did not know hia lessens
-Tberminsv ddt 0  ~~tfa cpn L hppinfg-bey-"- gent the flaggrng- If
aibility would not be affected. I am sure ministers do wrong when purchases are
the minister la frank and fair in bis mi, made, if improper prices are paid for the
and I put thia proposai te hlm: Let us sup- supplies which. are bought, what xvill tbe
pose that he wiabed te have a owaste paper ministers say? They will say: Tur t
basket fer bis effice as Secretary cf State, the whipping boy, turate the commission;
and he requiaitîoned fne. This commission, it is nht aur fault."
wit large ideas, and believing that minis- r u s th o t n e
ters from the West deire expensive waste the e st
paper baskets, went eut and bougtt, we wip l the Biat
suppose, a mahegany waate paper basket Mr. McMASTER: The great and main
for about $40, as was dene fer. ene cf the objection ta the Bi is that it takea away
ministera from Saskatcbewan the other day. from the miniaters the responaibility which
Now the miniater aays, -I -weuld be re- tbey sheuld assume for the prices paid fer
sponsible for that purcbase." He weuld n It the things that are bought fer the public
be reaponaible. 11He weuld be respenaible service. I have ne more to say. I believe
fer askîng for a waste paper basket, and the whoie subjeet la summed up by these
responsible tbat a waste paper basket wa few remark. Perbapa the minister who pre-
bhugt, but be would not be responsible for ceded-me wîhl at lest absolve me from
the .price paid for that basket, because ip any cf the atricturea ie may in the future
he was attacked fer buying a trifling waate make in regard te the length et speeches
paper basket for $40 he weud he d up bis an this side of the Heuse.
banda and aay: " I ceme freas a country Mr. ROWELL: Mr. Speaker, fer five or
where suct extravagance is regarded as dis- six manth , in tbe absence cf the Prime
guating, and the respoaibility fer buying Miniter, it wa my priviege and respansi-
that $40 waste paper basket re.ts on the bility te keep in teuch witb the wrk fo
baoulders of the independent commission thia cemmission and my experience cf it;
appointed by this Hoeuse. If yeu feel that wotk se cenvinced me cf its advantage
this warte paper basket matter is cf suffi- that I waa led ta beieve that tbe House

ent importance, then if a joint pettien of would accept the prpesai clntained in this
the House and tbe Senate la carried in both Bil withut very serius abjection or dis-
Chambers we can rem wve tbe c hmmisaieners cussion. That accounts for the fact that in
frm office." Ne, the responaibiyity of ak- intreoducin the Bi I did se with a few
ing for th t gonds wul he on the minister, brief ebservations. I behieve I am right in
frankly grant, but tbe responsibiity for the supposing that it l because the mefbera
price paid for the gooda baii be upan the f tbe fluse bave net had an opprtunity
commission and nt upon the minister. e earning the value cf the heork wbic


