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the contrary, our five million inhabitants are riglt of choosing the system wblch suits
scattered throughout the half of a continent. lier best. Now, that variety of mental con-
Our nationial domain, with its immense stitutions and ideas offers, I think, the best
wealth and possibilities, requires life-giving answer to the strongest of all the objections
capital, property owners who will occupY raised against the Bill introduced by the
and till the ground, tirifty and dntelligent lon. Solcitor General (Mr. Fitzpatriek). and
workmen whose labour will give paying re-I as to which both parties seem to have taken
turus. Can there be a sounder andi lmtre a position which tallies perfectly with their
patriotie policy than that of dividing tlie instincts and traditions. I mean the uni-
national sovereignty between those useful formity of the Dominion franchise which is
citizens wlio contribute by their capital. swept away under the provinieal control.
their property and theýir labour towards tihe iThis objection is seeningly logical, because
wealth and prosperity of the eountry. while as the powers delegated by te people to

eXl(tIgparasites ;and e Z"-n 4~~~ pwr ecgtdb Uep&pete-on o evedyb their representatives in the Dominion Par-
description ? For my part, 1lwouldibe lianient extend to the whole nation, amd as
favour of giving the right of suffrage to all the laws enacted here apply to the whole
those who need it and use it for the g <)1 odeountry, those powers ought to issue from
governmîent of the eountry. and denying it the same elements, that is to say, from eleet-
to all those who make it a niatter of vile ors having uniform qualitications thr-ough-
barter. Now, I must say that I was greatly out the various provinces of the Doininon.
surprised to hear, at the very outset of th' As I said. there seems to be logie and rea-
session. the lion. leader of the Opposition son in this objection. But we iust bear in
(Sir Charles Tupper) advocating universal mind that the only logical policy in -the gov-
suffrage and suggesting its adoption in our ernment of peoples consists in giving to each
country. Beveral other hon. gentlemeni op- people such a constitution as is best adapted
posite. I see, have also given expression t 0to their wants and in applying that constitu-
the sanie views in the course of this debate. tion according to its fundaiental spirit.
Have, then. the ion. gentlemen opposite Now. the principle of the Britisi North
come to such a pass, after havlng boasteil America Act, by which we are governed, is
for sixty years past, of being the pillars of essentially a provinciaI and decentralizing
order and good governmtent ? Have the last principle. The federal power is but the
champions of the great ConservatIve pariy ecessary cement that gives coheslveness to
in Quebee reached suci a depti. after hav- the vaious niaterials entering into its
ing, for over half a century, held up to pub- strueture. I amq nite aware of the fact tiat
lie exeeration. the red tag. and preached the the Conservative party did never iiake a

oly war agrainst the subversive tenets of seret of their entralizing and feterative
the ýiberalparty ? Are we. then. to agree tendenies. Only the other day we heard
witli sceptics that all parties are. by the the lion. we(mber for North11 Bruce (Mr.
very essence of things, Conservative when McNeilh telling us tat. n his opinion, this
in Ipower ind Liberal wlien iii opositioi ? PaItlia nt was the supreme authority and.
It may. perlhaps, be objected that tth1îe4refore, that we sîhould have a uniform
niajority )f the provinces, with the exeel)- traIiei foi- the excpel-on of the representa-
tion of Quebec, have adopted ianhood sur- t.ves ho w'lionitll( people delegates the
frage and that. when inveighing against wet- of exereising tint supreme auttonit
that policy I am also declaiming against the IIkno 1tiat fl lier.0po y
policy of several Liberal administrations. ItCose'vativearty to advate rin-
have given expression to what I believetO tore' entr:îlîzation.taod l)11aII)salso to
be the prevailirng sentinnt ii miiy own poft- lead us to leiislativeuion. Tie Franchise
rince in that regard. a feeling which i also
shared )y several political mei in ti other istance of tteir attemptsi!itint direction.
provices. wl!lavefgrornn ratheris:Ol.fTrCo the tiontoe r nta
thinlk. itlî respect to rnuanilifOodsuffrage,,. sue<ld aei otlîi' have always donc their
Hfowever. ix'cspec tie coniiraey opinlfonbives to takeh way frol tigProvinces the
whii seenis to be shfareti lu 1hy Mie majority onnol of eax ortion of teir le gislative
o! iny felltw-cointryien lu tieEnglisli- power. ast it hby tichJcnse pcolich
speaking l)provinces. and I believe this l!- wvas ,enacîed by a (oset ive Grovernîment
ference lu opinion intiy Lie aecountefi for hy wItiithoewnseaiepaivi it drovinces of a
thc differene in ouientalconstitution.eofilf pliztioif anii pesv .als e
Tie AngIo Saxon race inay adopt. %vitiut have another instawm'e o! tie sanie policy In
great inconvenienee. politwai teasulres. ap- the Streains Aet, by wich T Conservative
parently very radical, wiih they entoree Goveî'nmcint sougit to depî'ive tie province
witi judgnient and mleration w-hile tiAct o!Onwaro ot a onsiderabl por'tiono!ser
French peaple, who are mnore logical and territory. 1 eould cite niany other Jinstýances
more iipctuous., cannot, w'ith lmpunltYo to show tfat ever -in e onfederation. and
beyond certain limits. Let therefore, t prior to it, the Conservative party have al-
provinces f Ontarlo and Mantoba adopr ways favoured ecentralization, if tey ddnot
the franchise wheem suits them best but I openly inake it a.plarnk of their political
also aim for the provinei o Quebec the p n tforn. Th Lieral party, on tie other


