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After 1871p when the Tre>aty of~ Whngton hiad sttled most of thepoint s of disagreement ibetween Canada and the Uni*ted* Stts relations betweenthe two countries rapidly improved. Simlar political philosophies, mutualtradet the initerchange o~f population» the sttle~ment of the Canadian West,and the habit of resolving out standing problems by negotiaio stedily reducedthe causes of friction. This, in turn, ensured that old animosities and suspicionswere soon lergely f orgotten.

Neverthelesse between 1871 and 1940 Canadiaen-American relations,though friendly, were somewhat aloof, Canada*s position as a part of theBritish En-pire and later~ as a member of the~ evolving Cormmonwealtht and Canadianconsciousriess of the disparity in population~ and weaI.th betwèen the two countriespprevented any politidal alliance and confined co-operation aTlost entirely tothe economic< sphere. In the 1930sp the rise of aggz'essive totalitarian statesini Europe ahdIthe Far East did, indeedo awaken'a como serse of danger, butthe. anxiety of~ both nation to avoid international conmitments hindered the co-ordinationi of planst for the defonce of North America.

Far-sightedj men on b@th sides of thbor0der realized the dangersinherent in tht, situation andt in spite of difficulti.sp some tent<ative

calamitous spring and suffner of 1940e with Hitler*, armaies everywhere victoriousin. Europe and the Bitish 1.1., facing the prospect of invasione that Canada~and1 the United States, beganseriuey to ooncern themselves with problems> ofmutual cIefence. Late in May, Prime Minster Ki.ng feeling increasing c9Jicernfor the security of Newfoundland and the defence of the Atlantic coast, suggeste4to Prehidrit Roosevelt the need f or furthe* staff conversationis. TJese conversa-tionsp which wftre hê3ld ini Washington on Juily 11 an 12, were chiefly concerne4with Canadian requests for umilitar'y equipusent from the United States and withthe extent of United Stte mad1itary~ assistance frha% ià. b. reqilred to defendSCanada from direcit attaok. In Augutp Canda pote#d iitry and n~aval attach sS to Washington to ,3oin the single air attaché who haâ be serving there Bincethe previous February. Howeverp no provision had as yet been maade for permanentand contînuous high-level consultations between the two countries on militarymatters.


