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A much more comprehensive approach must be taken if we are to subStantially and 
permanently itriprcF1, ,e the safety and security of the world's children. The  y require education, 
rehabilitation„meddical care, Counselling, opportànities'for recreatkrn,. and 'vocational training 
and emplornept opportunities, as well as activities aimed at preventing their reemittnent in 
the first place. In short ;  they are entitled to dieir childhood, 

The Accra conference was a success because of the dedication of many people: within 
government and outside. This rnotnentnrn must be Carried on to Winnipeg and then New 
York. To do so, we must all remain involved. There arc many more contributions to make 
and  man  y wno have yet - to make. theirs. Governments, parliamentarians, offiçials, armed 
forces, represeritatives of civil society organisations, and academics, the private.sectcFr and 
young people: all have à rOle to play. 

The collective'work assernbiedwithin the's.tildies.and reports, all of these 
contributions add to our knowledge and understandingofnot only the children's agenda, .but 
also of -conflict prevention, managcment and peacekeepin•. 

In the Nkrurnah tradition of "finding African solutions to deal with African 
probleine, the Conference  on Wat-Affected,Children in West Africa,, has  made great strides_ 
We encourage regional bodies to find regionally-apprOPriate,solutions to the plight of war-
affected children around.the world. And we urge political and civil leaders to continue tu 

 build upcut the principles and practices we have advanced. 
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