
Third, these alliances function as a catalyst/trigger for UN action as well as an agent and a joint
manager within the UN system. Finally, the scope of issues addressed in the framework of New
Diplomacy reflects a frequently changing agenda, including land mines and the International
Criminal Court, as well as changing partners, expanding to include select Latin American
countries and South Africa.

The recent trends in New Diplomacy raise important questions about inclusion and
exclusion from the process (only some states and some NGOs are involved and they move in and
out of the New Diplomacy process at varying speeds). Are the processes connected to New
Diplomacy reformist or transformational? Is there any like-mindedness among the business
community and how does it fit into the process? What is the role of the UN Secretary General
and other UN agencies and how do they fit the picture? More generally, while some are
concemned that "end-runs" undermine, de-legitimise and over-extend the UN system, others have
expressed enthusiasm about the implications "fragmented authority" and end-runs tend to create.

In conclusion, Cooper emphasised the diffuse, uneven and fragile nature of the emerging
international system. He said that diplomacy will undoubtedly reflect this situation. Intellectual
thought must catch up to the rapid developments ini New Diplomacy.

Iver Neumann, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, Oslo, Norway, outlined the


