
An older, but stili current, idea i. to convene a UN

Securitv Conference, llsecurity"' being a vider concept than

disarmamlent"' (also including UN peacekeepilg, dispute

settiement, etc). In one version, a Security Conference is

seen as parallel to a UN Special Session on Disariuament, i.e.,

a session of about 4 weeks duration, preceded by Preparatory

Comittes meetings, and producing a Final Document. In

another version, the parailel would be to the UN Conference on

the Law of the Sea; i.e., a long conference lasting for many

years, as many as necessary to produce a fuli-fledged,

complex, consensual treaty. of these two alternatives, the

second would be preferable for producing lasting resuits, but

if the procesB i. too prolonged, it may lose moxentum and

produce discourageent.

Another suggestion has been to have an nendt

international commission on UN reforin. The model here is the

Brandt or Palme Comi ssion. Its recommendat ions vould be

respected if commisesion mebrs were former prime ministers or

other sucb prouinent persons. (These last two proposais

originate from the. ranks of Wkorld Federalists.>

An excellent programI for stimulating public participation

in government policy i. the Swedish Peole's Parliament, later

widened to include tbe other Scandinavian countries and

renamed the. Nordic Pol'~s ParI iamaent, The topics can vary:

the firet (1982) vas on 4isamaent ini preparation for UNS8OD

II; amn the later tois vas South African apartheid (1986).

P&rt icipatin org izaions <ail non-gvrmntal) include a

broad range: union, ohurches, develomn dcto rus

envirometal gru, women' s groups, youtb grous ma

year aedo ie chparticipating orgaizatinpose

resolutions, in the. form of bills for parliament, onth em

topic. AIl ths rêsolutions are coli ected and circulated to


