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Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the United Nations in 1959 and
recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (in particular in articles 23 and 24), in
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (in particular
in its article 10) and in the statutes and relevant instruments of specialized
agencies and internmational organizations concerned with the welfare of children,

Bearing in mipnd that, as indicated in the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child adopted by the General Assembly om 20 November 1959, "the child, by reason of
his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including
appropriate legal protection, before as well as after birth”, 1/

Recalling the provisions of the Declaration on Social and Legal Principles

relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to

- Foster Placement and Adoption Natiomally and Internationally (General Assembly
resolution 41/85 of 3 December 1986); the United Nations Standard Miaimum Rules for
the Administration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules) (General Assembly
resolution 40/33 of 29 November 1985); and the Declaration on the Protection of
Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict (General Assembly resolution
3318 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974),

Recognizipng that, in all countries ian the world, there are children living in
_exceptionally difficult conditioms, and that such children need special
consideration,

Taking due account of the importance cf the_tr;ditions and cultural values of
each people for the protection and harmonious development of the child,

Recognizing the importance of international co-operation for improving the

! living conditions of children in every country, in particular in the developing
countries,

PART 1
Article 1
For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human being

below the age of eighteen years unless, under the law applicable to the child,
majority is attained earlier.

pY4 Resolution 1386 (XIV).
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