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April is a Month for Planning.

as well as for acting. The teacher will have the
children tell her what grows in yonder swamp
or woodland, on yonder hillside or riverbank.
Together, they will plan excursions to find the first
opening flowers. They will keep a record of the
dates of bloommg, and of the home surroundmgs
and associates of each plant.

Think of the plant not simply as.an obJect to
be studied, but as a living thing influencing and
being influenced by its environment. 'Did the
plant choose its present locality, or was it forced
there? Thisintroducesa discussion on the struggle
to exist, —a subject treated in every text-book
and illustrated everywhere in real life.

Some Early Spring Plants.

At this season, I like a lesson on the Alder. One
gets such comprehensive illustrations here of the

modifications for special work. On a single twig,
we find the staminate catkins, the pistillate catkins
and the well-covered leaf buds. Possibly last

year's pistillate catkins still adhere to the same
twig. The structure and arrangement of the
individual staminate flowers should interest one.
Hereonemnbegmthestudyofpollmatmn Watch
the alders for insect visitors. Similarly, watch
other flowers when they appear. Make a list
of wind-pollinated and of insect-pollinated ﬁowem.
with remarks on your discoveries. i

Among early showy flowers is the Dog Tooth
__Violet or Adder’s Tongue or Fawn Lily. How

. much earlier does it bloom on a south slope than

on a north one? Is there ever any disadvantage
in this? If a hard frost came a few days after
_ the flowers on the warm slope had opened, would
those on the north slope suffer? What bearing -
has this on farming and fruit-growing?  Is it
always wise to have ee.:ly~bloommg fruits on a,
south slope? . ‘

Try to pull up Adder’s Tongue Lxly by the roots.
Were you successful? Investigate. Dig one up.
How deeplydoes it go? What is the root like?
Comp&retlgedepthof the bulbs belonging tom
of various sizes. Itzsmteremmgtoknmthaat
takessmorsevenyearsfromseadhefmtheplaat
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