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naine from, the color -of its wood, which is light,

nearly white, soft, compact, and one of the most

Valuabýe of timbers. A cubic foot weighs twenty-

four p; de. It l'as pr.bably been put to more uses,

than any' other tree in America. In the ýearly years

after these provinces. were disooâ,ered, the pine trees

were cut and talcen across the Atlantic to makCe

masts and spars for Old World navies. Iti timber

has beèn tarried over to the Old Country. for inside

house finishiflgs. For~ building purposes it is unex-

celedasit s asiiy worked and stands the weather.

For furnit3ure and cabinet work it takes a fine 1pohish,

and is esteemed for its durgbility and beauty.

The pines may, be told from the other evergreens

by havimg their leaves in a sheath at the b*se. In

the white pine there are. five very slender, pale green

leaves, f rom three to five inches long. The pines,

like the .spruce .and fir, .prcoduce their seeds in cones,

but the pine cones requiretwo years to maitu-re. The

pollen-bearing and seed-beariif g -clusters are found

on the saine tree, hence they are xnônoecious plants.

The pollen is scattered in May, borne far and wide

-by the winds. Most of the seed-bearing conès are

developed on the upper branches, and the nut-like

seeds, two being born~e at the base insidç of each

braot or scale, are ripe in the .second autumn. The

empty cones,.with open bracts, dling to.hç t ree for.

some timne, or ,soonfall. The white pine cones are

large-f romn four to six inches long, and one inch

thick when the bracts are closed.

The leaves of all evergreei' f all off aferto or

more years. Those of the white pine sZay o~t

trees threte or four years. f

The red pine (Pinus resinosa) bas rather smoboth,

reddish bark, flaky when old, withtwo, leaves in

eacb sheath.i Its wood is compact, light red, and-

rather heaivier than that of the white1piheCra cubic

foot weighipg thirty pounds. It is uised foz bridge

and building timber. It is not resinous as its Latin

naine seems to imply. Its cones are much smnaller

than those of the white pine. This tree is much' less

rommion ;than ýthe white pine in these provinces.

The ied pmre - is ,a beautiful'shade tree, its tall,

straight: !runk and heavy dûùsters of foliage. niake

it easily dsiuihdfrom ,other pines and ever-

greens.
The jeck, or Labrador pine (Pinus divaricata),

is the smallest of-our pines, with, spreading

branches; leaves two in a cluster'like the red p¶ne,

but short, an inch, or an inch and a half: in lengtl'

wvith numerous Smaîl cones, curved upwards. The

wood is weak, light red, and a. cubic foot weigW!-

twent>'-seven pounds.- Its chief tise is for railway
ties. It covers large areas ini light sandy soil f rom

the Atlantic to the, Paéific, aiid extends far north.

It is a g ood exercise to learn to distinguish the

pines, not only by >eir- needie-like leaves, but also

at a distance, by îhàir forru, and by their clusters of

foliage.

The Distinctive Femture8 Of AsadiA
Fm~ RL W. B,%nzv, LLD.

Every seýpara~e region of the earth's surface bas

its peàuliar features which are not exactly repeated,

in any other, and connected with these features are

the 4qually distinctive-characteristics Of the peoples

who inhabit them, their history, their language,

their occupations and ther deve$opmeflt. A jour-

ney across the Axnerican continent -by either of. the

great trans-contifleftal Unes of travel. would, 'to a

stranger,.suggest these 'contraste. i a mosat;fore-

ible w ay. Near the sea coast the influence 'Of the

ocean tends 'to determhine maritime pursuits, 4to fi

the termini of the Weat arteries, of co4Inerce, to

determiine pecffijarities of climate and peocuctions,

unlike in many' features to those of the. ift«Dr,

to give to these again, as the parts flrst difflveTed

and settled, a more lengthy history, a84. generhlly_

a more advanced degree of culture. and rtfinemnilt

than are to be found elsewhere. The prairlé,region

suggests anr ocean,-but ýit is an oceau of wavmng

grain, where agriculture is the predOmillatiflg

factor in the life and developmfeftt of its possessors.

In the mnountaifl tegion, On the other b~and, agri-

culture is impossible, and arnong lofty hill, narrow

defiles, swift torrents-and possibly glaciers, profit.

is sought below rather tha upon t 'he surface, -1and

mining is the -controlling, factor, the source *of

wealth and growth. There-.the scenery, the soit,

the forest, the rivers and h aesof any one tract

are wholly.unlike those of ny éther, and give .it

a character not to be'mistalcen.
Ac da'(riginally ternied. Arcadia)e' oeo

the natural divisions of Ailnerica, distinct in.? its

situation, its physical features, its dimate, its human

and its geological history; and with these features

and their rtelations every inhabitant, of the country

ought to be, ,in some degree at least, famliar.' Let'

>me enumerate those which are mst obytous, leav-

ing for later consideration the d ils of eachand

the. causes to wl$ch they are to ascribed.
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