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HAthletics.

Everyone is talking hockey ;
everyone is thinking hockey; all the
papers are full of hockey. Entgr a
tonsorial artist’s premises and it is
the sole topic of conversation. Each
artist has his own views on the re-
sults of the various matches to be
played, and is usually prepared to
back them with coin of the realm.
Even the hardworking government
officials find time to discuss the sub-
jeet.
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One of the features of l}ockey
which seems unaccountabe is the

fact that a team which mad_e a very
poor showing in the previous sea-
son will play a remarkably fine
game this year — with almost 1den.t1-
cally the . same personnel,—while
inversely last year’s champions al-
most unchanged, will be roundly
beaten on their own ice thig season.
The only explanation is, of course,
improvement on the one hand and
deterioration on the other. llpcl{ey
is essentially a game in which “‘eon-
dition’” is everything. The tippler
and the cigarette fiend cannot stapd
the pace for mote than a brief
period.
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And this is one of the inciden@al
(if not one of the .chie.f)' benefits
aceruing from athleties, viz., that a
condition precedent to success in
any line of sport is that its devotees
should absolutely abjure ]qose liv-
ing. The Spartan method is bound
to have a benficial effect on the ris-
ing generation. This is ]ar_gely.t_llef
reason why our great universities
usually make participation in_ath-
letics compulsory in their curricula.
It stimulates ambition ; creates a
power of self rvstrain?; mcu]('at',es
an aversion to dissipation, and in-
fuses a love of fair play.

_y Ry

That great Empire lmilgier,’ Cecil
Rhodes, had this in his mind’s eye,

when in devising and arranging his
unprecedentedly great scheme of
scholarships throughout the world—
to which he devoted his immense
fortune—he insisted that the selec-
tion of candidates should be gov-
erned as wmuch by athletic pro-
ficiency as by academic attainments,
Hence we find the Oxford Univer-
sity  hockey team, all -Canadian
Rhodes scholars hailing from New-
foundland to British Columbia, tour-
ing Europe and “‘astonishing the
natives’’ by their wonderful work
on the ice,
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The local professional ang ama-
teur hockey teamsg are certainly
making a great showing this win.
ter. The former are bidding strong-
ly for the recapture of the Stanley
Cup, while the Allan Trophy,  em-
blematic of amateur ehampionship,
also looks destined to come to the
Capital from the “‘Limestone City?”’
where it now reposes in  Queen’s
University. The Ottawas and Clifr.
sides are hoth playing splendid hoe-
key. Last Saturday night’s mateh
between Ottawa and the Canadieng
of Montreal was a record in attend-
ance and excitement, and constitut-
ed the fifth win for the home team
without a defeat. The amateur
clubs are providing the recruits for
the senior leagues, and it appears
difficult for the youngsters to regigt
the ““coin’” when it is offered. There
have been one or two notable in-
stances of late, however, in which
members of the amateur league have
refused to sacrifice their amateur
standing.
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Almost every week an advance is
chronicled in the progress of the
science of avjation, — while, pari
passu, the inevitable death rol] goes
up with grim regularity. The latest
achievement of note ig that of the
Californian aviator, Ely, who flew
from San Francisco 12 miles to sea,
landing on the deck of a U. S, battle-
ship, and then flew back to land. It



