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he eagerly looked at the maps to tr
and discover whiat Buller was about.
It is a proof of his sound judgment
in military tactics.

- Why did not Buller take that hill
'e foreý?" he commotnts, \%-len the

roadif to Ladysmith waýs opened nt
last. "I pointed it out to Grove whien
Buller's telegram came describing
the Colenso battUe. My solution of
the case is that somecone poinited this
out to Builer- at the time, and out of
ý:heer cussedness lie did flot do it.,"

This is the judgnient on Builler or
a man wvho knew him well;: quite pos-

ibi it is a just one. If so, what a
lighit it throws on the smnall, petty,
con.temptible things thiey are whIich
nfluerwe the fates (4 battie and of
human beings!

VI 1
Hierc is a curious and rather start-

Iing bit of secret history; the mlore
surprsng wlien we know how poor
Ruiler faired(1 ihen lie was in thli%
field :

"It is flot probable that ev\en if the
cordite aniendmnent had been reject..
ed the governmecnt could have kept off
the breakers for more thari a week or
two, but their precipitate retirem-ent
from~ power had one remarkable con-
.equence. Lord Rosebery had decid-
ed to recommend Sir Redvers Riller
for the post of Cornma nder-m -Chi ef,
about to bce vacated by the Duke of
Camibuidge, and Colonel Verner re-
lates that it was almost a matter of
muinutes whether the appointment
could lie macle before the Liberal
Goveriiment resigned tie seals of of-
fice. The accession of Lord Salis-
bury saved Lord Wolseley the morti-
ilction of seeing bis junior and bis

poééexalted over his head, and it
bogt Haliburton once more into

doe()e association with one for whose
genius lie had the warmest admira-

iOand witli whom lie remained tili
ilic hour of his death on terms of în-
Limate frîendship.

VIII.
Haliburton retired froni the War

Office in 1897. There was a chorus ol
praise from his chiefs and hi,2 corn-
rades, and among the warinest wvas
that which came from Sir Francis
Mowatt, then the head of the Trea-
sulry Department:

TelLady Haliburton," lie wrote
to her husband, "that she WOuIld be
a protud womain if shec could hear one-
lialf of the regrets that are expressed
oen ai sides at your going."

In retiremeint Hialiburtori, raisedl to
the Peerage in recognition of his long
service, contitiued( to take an interest
in lis old office. He ( did, ini fact, ini
;în effort to defend theý short-service
systemn, whvichl had beeýn introduc-ed by
Uardweli, and in wvriting a criticismi,

friendly for the miost part, of Mr.
Hialdsine's new selieme. He-t was suf-
fering front influieriza, but lie must
get ot of lied to write his; letter to)
the Timnes. Ile wvrote the, letter, but
il dJid flot appeair tiil the hand that
wvrote it %vas cold ini deatli.The-
ertion liad killed hini. Teeare thc
men who are thev invisible pillars of
the Emipire,. '. P.
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Mr. Caron wislies to give a num-
ber of thc suibcribeýrs to the ic
schehme a genitle remînder that tliey
forgot to make thecir paymnent due at
La Banque Nationiale on February
i 7th. It is hoped that this notice wilI
serve to jog the mermory of ail -wlo
have be-,-en remniss in this respect. The
ice supply for the season is flow ini
sýtore and ready for delivery at the
appointed time.


