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.Ccodies.

L O VERS of the niovel Craniford wxiii dloubtless be delighitcl to hcar tliat the

play is ta be produccd by sane of the most talen ted mnemhers of the

Levana Society, on Tuiesday of next week, and tile followilig short sketch of

the inimitable story and of its author, Elizabeth Stevensoni Gaskell, the cen-

*tenary of whose birth was recently celebrated at Klieetsford, Cheshire, Eng-

land, wilI be of înterest to those of uis wlho are not sQ famiiliar witli it.

Critics agree in placing novels of Nlrs. Gaskell on a lexrel xvithi xvrks of

Jane Austen and Charlotte Brouté. It is more than pirobablle that future gen-

erations will tutu to lier for pietures of simple, every -day life that mnust fail ini

suiccession of years. She has been conmpared t() the natuiralist who knaws ini-

timately the flora and faunla of his native heath. J;lizahetli Stevenson wvas

borii in Chelsea, England, Sept. 29th, 1810, (laniglter of W\,illiami Stevenlsoni,

a literary mail, who was keeper of the, treastnry. Sile lived witli lier atint at

Kneetsford, was sent to a private sclbool ini Stratford-iî\\onflo, and visited

London and Eclinbuirgh, wliere lier beauty xvas mtîichi admlired. Ini 1832 she

iarried Rev. William Gaskell, inînister of a LUitariani chapel ini Manchester.

-Mrs. Gaskell did not begin to write tuntîl she reacbied miiddle age aiid then

elliefly to distract lier thotuglts after the death of tlheir onily soli.

Cranford, "the City of the Aniazons," the homie of Mliss Pole and Miss

M1attie and Miss jenkyns-the place where economl-y was always elegant,

where "thlouig some might be poo, we were ail aristocratie," is identified as

the town of Kneetsford. Its p)opulationi consis of widows and inlaiden ladies,

in bonds to their ancient gentility. WVithi (eft touich, M\,rs. (Gaskell brings out

the huminour and pathos of tbese quaint ebaracters, cliaracters wliicli, however,

ilfay be found everywlîere, wliere people hlave ind(ivi(luality anid kindliness,

Whlere oddities are love(l for the sake of the ilid(ividuails wbio poses themi.

Thie storyof the q uaint 01(1 ladies there, wb() scoriied thle *x lg,ýarity of wealth"

and practised "elegant econamny -is told by M iary Sinitlî, a symipatîletie and

discerning young person fronm the lieigliboring towni of 1)riiiîble. During

hier first visits to the village M\iss 1)ebarali Jenikyns, is alîve butt afterwards

she (lies, leaving lier gentle sister, Iss M '\attie, to l)attle with life and its prob-

Ie'lis alone. Miss Mattie lives comifortably andi is able ta eiitertain lier

friends in a gentle way, unitil the balik fails and then shie is obligled to ]'eci) a

little shop and sell tea. In thie enl lier lonlg lost brother, Peter, cames

home from India with mnoney eiîougli to enabl lier to live as becomes a rec-

tor's datughter. The other characters are great lîearted Captaili Brownî, who

is killed by a train while savillîg a cliil(ls life; i\r. 1 Talbraok, M0iss M,\attie's 01(1

lOver; the H-onorable M rs. Ja"iîiesoii and~ lier sister-in-law, Lady Gleiimiire,

who afterwards'narries ir hlgiî ledctrMs et arber anîd lier

COwg faiiiolis for its stuit of grey flannel; Mýiss -lole, Mrs. Farrester and

IVartîa, Miss Matty's devoted servanlt.

'l'le faitlbfnl oines-anid they are ilot a few-who tear themiselves, away

froîiî the riîîk or froîîi primipiiig'for sacis or (lanlces eijoy m-any ,oodl thiîigs


