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anyoîîc to employ childrcu under four-
teen during the time the scbools are in
session, have sligbt bearing upon actual
conditions, as they are quite universally
disregarded. Kentucky leads the states
in tobaeco-growing, and in this indus-
try children as young as nine arc con-
sidcrcd "hands." In addition to to-
baeco-raising, plowing, eorn-groWýing,
l)erry-picking, etc., hclp to occupy the
82 per cent. of child laborers enigaged
in agriculture in this state. The case of
the two ehildren of a certain daîryman,
the owner of 150 acres, is fairly typical.
His oldcst daughter is fourteen and his
oldest son teni. She and hier brother risc
at four to milk the 17 eows, she separ-
ates the crcain, eleans the panis, cares
for the younger children, hclps with the
bousework, drives the cows in from. thc
pastrire at night, bclps again with the
milking, and they finish the day's work
just bcforc supper. Shc has been en-
rolled in the eigbth grade for two
years, but eaehi ycar bas lcft sehiool to
work at home. 11cr fatlier said, ''I
eouldn't -et along this ycar witbiout
lier bclp. She 's been ont ýo' sebool sine
Christmas helpimîg with the dairy and
houscwork. [ told lier if she 'd hclp me
ont now, I 'd Jet lier finish the eig-hth
grade next ' vear. Sh wants to be a
teaeher, l)lt tliere 's plcnity o' time.''

Lt is evident bcyond atiy sbadow of
(loulit thiat in the rural districts studied
the igriceulttiral work of the eidreri is
responsible for the greater part or the
non-attendance iii the sehools and con-
scqucntly for genceral. baekwrardness iii
education. For it is not only the ehl-
dren w ho remain intermiLtntly out of
sebool who fail to progrcss normally,
but also tue cbildren with wliom they
are associatcd. 'There are fcw people
who have not experieneed at One time
or aniotlier the sensation or f cng lie-
lîind-of the îrapossibility an(l hope-
lcsnss of trying to comîpote agaînst
odds. This is wbat happens to the over-
age boy or girl in selîool. Once Jct him
Lall back among younger eidren,
wherc lie feeîs liopclcssly ont-distanced
by bis fellows, and1 be will easiiy andl
naturally give over tue race. lie will
turn to farm work as a mueli more in-
teresting occupation than the daiiy
grin(1 at sehiool, like flic Kentutelçvy boyv

whose father said, "11e 'd ruther work
than go to sehool. " In sucli a case the
father is responsible, thc school is re-
sponsible, for failing to make education
as live and vital a thing as chores, and
the attendance officer is also re-
sponsible.

But vcry littie eau be doue toward a
strict enforcement of the existing laws
iii rural districts until there is a change
in the method of scleeting supcrvisory
officers, both for the eounty and for the
districts. In 27 out of 40 states in
which the couinty superintendent is the
supervisory officer, he is a partisan
political officer clectcd by popurlar vote
and conscqucntly disinelincd toward
doing anything unpopular. One such
officer said, "I do ail I eau to encour-
age attendance. I do not attempt to
enforce it because I like my job and
want to keep it. Elcctioiîs in this state
arc only two ycars apart.'' Local sehool
trustees, in the states which are organ-
izcd for administration on the old dis-
trict basis, are too close to the people
to enforce the ]aw. One docsn't like to
posccnte his ncxt-(loor ncighbor for
his children's truancy. It is much moire
convenient and pleasant ail round tO
allow the law to remain in peace, a dcad
letter. Whcen, as ii flhc rural districtS7
the law is unsupportcd by any uniformi
restriction of child labor, it sii-np]Y
mcans that individuals will do vcrY
nîneli as tbey picase.

But tbe (,)reatcst resl)onsil)ility OF al,
li es \vith pub)lic opinion, wvhich baS
taceitly eoîîseiîted tb at the iiîterests Of
agriculture and1 liot of the (llild should
become flic pïinîiary consideratii ' 0b-
serving the fornms of dlemýoeraey with-
ont its spirit and rncaning. More crimes
arc pcrhaps eoinmitted iii tlîe naine Of
pcrsoîîal freedoni tlian for aniy otîler
cautise. lui industry it is admitted that
pers<inal freedom should not be per-
raîttcd as an excuse for a mai eng,,agii,g
in a dang-erous occupation. A man 1,5
not aliowed to jump off BrookiYn
Brtidgre because he wants to, înor to beaIt
his wife because tlie fancy strikcs hi1i-
'Flic hiair of our national conscience bans
finally riscn in lhorror at the picture O
tlhirtccxî-ycear-old( youngsters. ini'
mines and cotton inilis. But wc have
not vet Inaneli~e inionotoiy <Of the


