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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Wiy Mr. Mowat was taken from the Bench to lead a political party,
Ohservative journals were loud in thejr denunciations, and whatever was

: Fheil‘ motive, their censure was descrved. The perfect independence of t}'xe
Ju iciaJ‘y, essential in all communities, is doubly essential in a democratic
.comm‘mity like ours, where reverence for authority is not strong ; and.a
‘]udicim‘y cannot be perfectly independent if the judges are to be still
83pirantg to political promotion. How can a judge be trusted to try a
Politicy) case, say a case of political libel, with a letter in his pocket from
a rty minister offering him an appointment? Would the decision of'
_,our Judges in election cases command the confidence which they commar'ld
Row it g were felt that the judge‘ himself right have a Party interest in
® result! But what will Conservative organs now say of the arrarge-
fneut Which takes Mr. Justice Thompson from the Bench, brings l?im; b.a.ck
o Politics, and gives him a seat in a Party Government ! The judiciary
% the one thing which, in British Canada at least, commanded t‘h.e
Te8pect not only o? a section, but of the whole community ; and even Sir
oh_fl Macdonald, while he sacrificed the Senate and everything else in bh'e
orm of Patronage to Party, had shown a laudable desire to redeem his

' ::llle by good appointments to the judiciary. But Party 'swa,llows every-
"8 and the judiciary at last is going into its devoun‘ng maw. We
\vl?“ Presently have hers some counterpart of Chief Justice Chase, x;rhcl)i
. ON 8t the heaq of the Supreme Court of the United States, Offende“a‘
Bht-mingeq citizens by courting a nomination for the Presidency. This
o Bl:ent‘lency is the more provoking because' il} England, from whx;fh t\;z
iu di;Pposed to derive our constitutional principles, the stalviralz;:lzn coon
aVin:ry from politics has recently beon ma(.ie more comg ete Pty i;
ow ; Fhe Customary claims of the Law Officers ?f the IFO}VD, e
l‘taint.u'ely set aside in appointments to judgeshlxps. ,A aw r:(}rom fhe
Bene % Interva] of time, say two years, between a judge’s descen o

And hig appointwent to any political otfice would be a valua

if |

addition to our constitutional safeguards. It would practically secure
independence and preclnde solicitation. But a judge who is worthy of hig
high position, when he takes his seat upon the Bench of Justice, will put
the thought of politics and political patronage behind him forever, and
regard himself as inalienably dedicated to the service of public justice,

WiTHOUT going again into the unpleasant details of the case of Dugas ».
Sheppard, it may be well to re-assert the principle that mere misinforma-
tion on the part of a newspaper ought not to be desmed eriminal, pro-
vided there is a willingness to correct. The public demands the freshest
news; competition among the purveyors of the article is keen, and it is
seldom that sufficient time for thorough inquiry into facts’or cross-examina-
tion of witnesses is allowed. The community, tlierefore. must be lenient
to its servants in the Press. We assume, of course, that there is no malice,
and that the matter is public. For the publication of private scandal
without thorough assurance of the fact there can be no excuse. Among
public matters must be reckoned the conduct of a regiment, which is a body
of public servants. Two officers of the very regiment concerned in this cage
left their commands when the regiment was in the field against the enemy.
It has since been explained that the departure of one was caused by urgent
affairs, and that of the other by the state of his health; but misapprehen-
sion in both cases was natural, and a newspaper might have been eagily
misled. As a weekly journal does not furnish news, we are disinterested in
the matter, though, being beholden to our daily contemporaries for the
news on which we comment, we are specially cognizant of the difficulties
under which they labour in providing it. But the point in this transaction
to which the serious attention of all who care for the liberties of the
British-Canadian Press ought to be directed is the removal of the cage
under a technical pretext from Toronto, where the alleged libel was pub-
lished, to Montreal. There could be no reasonable doubt of the fairness of
a trial in Toronto. For the removal to Montreal there seems to be no
assignable motive except the desire that the trial should be held in the
midst of a French-Canadian population, and under the local influence of the
regiment which was the real plaintiff in the suit.- The court-room was
filled with a crowd which sympathized with the plaintiff, and which, after
the trial, mobbed the defendant, one man even attempting to strike him,
Let the jury be selected as it may, the surrounding atmosphere cannot be
kept out of the jury-box, and French influence is so strong in every sense
that a jury of British-Canadians at Montreal would scarcely be a greater
security for justice than one composed of Frenchmen. To carry the
defendant into the social stronghold of the plaintiff for trial was the way
to secure his punishment ; but it was hardly the way to clear the plain-
tiff’s honour. . A verdict given at Toronto and published at Montreal
would have much more effectually purged the escutcheon. Whatever preju-
dice there may have been against the defendant on account of his literary.
antecedents has been converted into sympathy by the mode in which the
proceedings against him have been conducted. If the character of his
joum;xl is questionable, it iz generally in the persons of the weak and
discredited that public right is assailed, and in such cases the character of the
victim becomes the least part of the matter. That a criticism on the col-
lective conduct of a public body, such as a regiment of militia, should be
deemed to give each member of that body severally a right to bring a civil
action for damages as though he had been individually libelled is surely
most absurd and most unjust. A journalist might in this way be tried
and punished several hundred times over for the same offence. The sub-
ject, we repeat, is one for the serious consideration of all who tender the
rights of the British-Canadian Press, especially at a time when French
susceptibilities are growing keen ; and it is to be hoped b‘hat none of our
contemporaries will allow themselves in their treatment of it to be .seduc.ed
from the defence of the liberties entrusted to their hands by the exigencies

of party tactics or the influence of party fears.

A cornespoNDENT of the Orange Sentinel, the other day, took umbrage
at an article, the writer of which had said, with reference to the reception
of Grand Master Kennedy, of the United States, by Canadian Orangemen,



