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frank upor. occasion, but in dealing witb representatives of
friendly nations hie bas generally shown imself pOSSessC(l

of Igentleinanly instincts and some regard for fair play. It

would be very difficuit to conceive of inii as treating an

amubassador of a foreigii power witli snch uncalled foi and

exasperating rudeness as that wbich lis son bas displayc J

in his treatiient of Sir Robert Mûrier. It iilit b)ý' sup-

posed that the Iaw lf boiour, which binils one gentleinan

to accept the emipbatic (lenial of another, woulle even

more binding as between those ini high olliciai positions in

two Yreat and friendly nations. The failure of courtesy is

doubly xarked wlien the statem' uit denie'l rests upon iigi

and cloubtful testimony, and the donial is fortified with

the strongest proof of mbidb the matter In question is sus-

eptihle. It is true tbat the affair is soiinexvat compli-

cated by the vague Ilsermi-olficii " character of tie Ucrmain

papers ini which Count Bismarck's charge was inade, and

ini wbicb Sir Robert Mýorier naturally thinkq the denial

sbould appear. But, on the other hand, the fact that

the offience agaiîîst neutrality and bonour ascribed to

Sir Robert, when lie is uharged with lbaving notiied

Marsbal Bazaine of the niovenients of the Gerîman armiy,

reflects even more seriously upon thec memory of the

deceased Emnperor Frederic, should, one would suppose,

ave caused the denial and the refutation to lie bailed and

* prociaimncd with deliglit. There is littie douht tbat Count

Herbert Bismarck xvilyct think better of the matter, see-

ing that oven Gernian opinion fails to approve bis position,

and that lie xiii make thc amende requircd.

E NPEItOR WILLIAM OF QERMIANY seenis to lose

no opporuunity of accemtuating the personai elemient

in his sovereignty. The zr of aIl thc Russias could

hardly use more autocratic language than hie in addressing

tbe princes and people over wioimo lie rules. Ilis words to

Counit Von Moltke at the New YVear's reception were in
tbis respect characteristie. "I hope,," said he, - that in

the labours bjefore us you xii serve me witb the saine

fidelity you dispiaycd toxvard ny father"" Serve the

* nation," " serve Germatiy,", would have seemed more in

keeping with the modesty of a constitutionai sovereigu

but that aspect of the case does not peeni to bave occurred

to bim. In bis message to Prince Bismarck, on a recent

occasion, as weil as in. soiue of bis pubilic proclamations,
the saine tendoncy to ensphasize iloyalty to the person of

the Emperor rather than to the constitution of which le
is the ropresentative and guardian> is observable. The

fact may have no special significance, but sucb language

must bo rather gailing to chose of the people wlio prize

constitutionaiisni in the Goveruiment and seek to extenc
its sphere. In no respect is thc contrast between Wiiliam'H
modes of thougbt and expression and those of bis lamente(
father more strikingly apparent.

L~vL[IiiEESS vi(bnces are not wanting that thE
cause of constitutionat liberty is making progress in

*Germany, thougb progress is rondered extremely dificull
hy the fact that the towering influence of Prince Bismarcli

is wholly on tbe side of personal rote. The failure of th(

prOsecution of Professor Giffoncken seems tantamnounit t(
atriumph of constitutionat iberty and a defoat of th(

court authorities, and as sucb is baiied by the Liberals

The proof thereby afforded of the independence of the Ger

msan judges is pleasing and encouraging te those wlio arq

strnggling for a freor, more popular systeus of Govern

mient. Tbe failure of tho great Chancelier, almost for th,

first tme in his history, to achievo success for bis polic:

cannot but danmage bis prestige witb the masses. Hie cai

no longer he Bismarck, the invincible, and the infallibi.

to the sainie extent as hitherto.

TOR ONTO CHURCIIE>S AND PREACIIÊRS.

T lias heen suggested te us that an account of th

Ichurches and preachers in the City of Toronto, if car(

tuliy and reverently given, would not only be of conside

able interest to the multitudes wlio concern themaselves wit

ecclesiastical matters, but would aiso he of senie utilit
hereafter as a record of the religions condition of tho cit

*at the present tume. We are quite aware of the difficult

of such an undertaking. The pulpit, while open to cris

Minister is not an ordinary teacher; in tlieory at least,1

is the steward of God, the ambassador of Christ; and t.

Christian critic is bound tlius te regard him and to a
preacli bim. On the other hand, on bis human side, lie
like other mon, and baving chos3en voînntarily. a puhl

offce heéanotprpery opano esnbea
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of papers Isere begun wili ho drnwn up. XVe will do our

best to select mon competcîit for thc work. XVe will

exorcise sudh an oversigît over their contributions as shall

secure their bcing carried ont, as far as possible, on the

saineelines. It will not ho possible, perhaps it is not

desirabie, to continue tiicm regulariy week by week ; and

it renains to bo scen how far il, i4 desirabie to carry thons

on. These matters can be dsterinimed bereaf ter by various

practical considerations. \Ve nay renuai k tlîat tise cliorel

ansd preacher sciceteci for the slirbt article weio cliosen o1n

thc ground chat Bond Street Churclu lad the largest con-

gregation on the day of the religions census taken by tlîe

Evesing Telegtain.

1.-BOND STRE~ET cHUijuidANiD DRIILD.

Tiiere arc few persons xvbo bave flot beard of the Bond
Strcct Cellnreiluand its pastor or prophet, the Rcv. Dr.
Wiid ; and, perbaps, ttiere are not nsany who enter tise
building without a predisposition to be favonrably or un-
favourably inipressed by thc service. The present writer
must disavow any sncb prejudice. Hie simpiy went te see
and lîcar wîat was to ho seen ansi to be beard. As our
party drew near to thechcurch, about a quarter beforo
seven o'ciock, tihe bour oif evening service, we became
axvare of gatbcring crowds assemlbling at the doors cf the
clînrel. Passing by these we*Joincd a streaiu of more
favonred persons, entitled iîy thc possession of tickets te
enter tIse churdli tbrou 'gb cIe aclîol-beuse. At that nie-
nient thc building miglst have been ome-hird or nearly
ome-haif fuit, and xvas rapidly filling. Ten minutes later,
five minutes before sevon o'ctcck, rsmnblincg noises caused
by persons ascendiîsg thc gallery stairs announccd tlîat the

doors had been tlsrown open. But tiere was ne confusion.
Thc skili and courtesy of thec churcli officers cannot ho tee
nmud conmcended ; auJ in a very short space of tumne every
spet in the churcli was occupied. Doubtiess, many persons
msnst bave been urable te find admission.

As regards thie building, it is excellentiy suited for its

purpose, wiiich is maiuly tlîat cf a lecture ball. Thero
must have been more tban two thousand present on the
evenling, of our attendanco ; and we imag-ine that they ait
beard quite xel, aîthough tbe speaker nover seemed te

put forth any painful exertien. Oniy 0one defect we
1noticed in the arrangemewnts. Thelîe it did flot fali on

thc face of the speaker, so tînt it was miore or îess ini

sbadow, and tiîis is a distinsct loss, especially in tbe case of
an animated speaker like Dr. Wild, and one whose features
are mobile and expressive.

Lot it ho remarked tiîatit is no part of our business
bte criticise methods of worsbip, but siniply te tako thom as

they are and se describe tbern. We, thorefore, mereiy
remmrk tînt tbere was a good demi of quiet conversation
going on before the service begun. Throughout the service
there wore, now and thon, tôkens of approval given, mainly
hy the fot, with an eccasienai clapping of lnnds, or a
Il "bar, licar." Tlese are al nistters of taste. Tbe sainie

thing was donc in church in thc days cf Cbrysostom ; and

tiere is probably bath gain and loss in our msodern ways.
.About sevoîî o'clock, Dr. Wild quietiy monntod the

platform, and gave eut the bymn, "'Songs of praise tic
angeis sang," in wbicb thc congrege.tioii beartily joined.
After thisC came wint te many was certainly the mest in-
teresting part cf the service, the aîîswering of questions
nddressed te Dr. Wild in letters. iliose lettors seemed to

* ho anenymeus, and most cf those noted asked questions
* wbidb were worti considcriiig, somO of theta amnsing and

[t rather simple, but probahly reproseiitiiig the sentiments of

k a good many members cf the motley assembly.
One correspondent wanted te know liow nucli a man

[emigît nînrry upon. To mnny, deubtiess, this wiii ser
ýO an absurd kind of a question ; but, on the other baud, il

Le is certainly a question that eccupios a good many minds a'

8.al imes. After some very sensible remnrks about them

r-inceme wbich a man should lave depending upon hiE

ce habits and feelings, the doctor observed :"-I believe 1
O lived, just as comfortahly wlîen I-as a missionnry witi
a- 250 a year as 1 do now. And Iamn sure 1 was net s(

.e much in debt. But tien perhaps people woldn't trusi
"Y me as mmcl."

Ln Another question isad refercîîce te the exclusien ofi
certain history (the namo seounded like Swinton's) fret

0,the Public Schoois cf Boston, becau8e ef its centaininý

something offensive te the Roman Catholics cf that place
The Romans, bnving considerable inifluence there, hrough
about tînt resuit, which produced sucli indigntionin th,
genermi public mind tliat Republicani5 and Democrats con
bined and turned every Romanist freni thc School Board

he IlAnd," added tbe Doctor, Ilwe shall lave te de the sais
'e tbing liere some day." Hie dded tînt he wanted Romar

r,- ies tt have preciseiy the sanie riglits tint lie claimed fo

thi himself and otiers, and ne more. His declaration of th

ty necessity cf doing witi Romans liere ns the Bostonian
lad donc eiicited ioud applause.

1y Several other questions wore answered ; and, on th

ty wliole, without expressing nny agreement or disagreemer
i- with the opinions expressed, we are bound te say the

au tbey were well answered-hriefly, tersely, fulty-witlieî

be any nttempt at display er exhibition cf toixper. Who
the tenclier gave an account cf the precescf thc rester

:h tion cf the Jews, lie mgît seous te ho pntting on the di
p- credited mantle cf the once famous Dr. Cumming ; hi

ý e we do net suppose thnt speculations cf this kind do mnî

lie hanm.
,d After the answering cf the questions came an anthei

rdvery well sung h y thc choir, thon foiiowed a prayer, rn
Bt toc long, considezringthat it was the only prayer offeri

during the service, and evincing, as do aIl tlie doctor's
utterances, bis passionato loyahty to thie Britisli Crown.
Next came the announcements for the week, sbowing a
good deal of religions activity in the eongrogatien. After
that a quartette was sung whule a collection Nvas being
"takon up." Dr. Wild, in givinc, notice of the applica-

tion of the offertory, sliowed great good gense by stating
plainly wlîat lie wanted witbout "lbegging " and witliout
scolding.Ile said bie was sure tbey would givo wlat tliey
<inght ;le always found theni liberal enougli.

After the collection the whiole congregation sang the
Iymo, I"Come ye tiîat love the Lord," to a very rollicking
kind of tunle wbicli cortainiy could flot lie admnired f roni an
artistic point of view, but whicb seemed to suit the congre-
gation;- and perbaps, with sucli a miscellaneous assembly,
it is just as well to bave somothing that will promote "lthe
greatest liappiness of the greatest number."

The sermion was on Galatians iv. 10, Il Ye observe days,
and niontbs, and times, and years." A good deal that was
very înteresting, and a littie that many persons would
reckon questionable, was set forth under this hea'1. Speak-
îîîg in bis introduction on the subject of unity, the preacher
very truly romarked that unity of a sort was frequently
most complote wbere there was ieast of real iife. Instan-
cing Mabommedanismn, the Greok Clurcb and Romanism,
lie remarked tisat, if the unity of religion in Spain wore
leus perfect, thore would ho more religious life there.
Stato Cburcbism, lhe said, always promoted tlie keoping of
feasts and festivals ; but he did not expdain the bearing of
lis remarks upon Scotland and Protestant Germany. Tbe
Churdli of England, lie said, had done bier work botter than
most State Churdhes; but she liad heen hoiped ini ler work,
and not bindoed, by tbe action of Nonconformists. The
Doctor on this occasion, as always te the best of our belief,
spoke in the most generous manner of the Churcli of Eng-
land.

In regard te tho keoping of days, hie remarkod that,s
whist some other communions observed too many "l days,"
Congregationaiists liad made thbeir nianner of service too
haro by abolisbing such commemmorations altogethor. It
was woll, therofore, tînt thoy should keep Christmas and
Thanksgiving Day. In the chiidtsood of tho world the
Hebrew systeni lad heen a kind of kindergarten for the
education of thc people. But now sucs tbings were less
necessS.ty.

It would ho easy to criticize parts of tho service and of
tho teaching;- and we should net besitato to comment upon
anything wliich should seoni erroneous or mischiovous.
But wo nmust honestly say that, in oui judgment, there was
nothing of the kind. We quite believe tInt the mass of
those wlio assemblod in the Bond Street Church were the
botter and the wiser for liearing Dr. Wîld. VIÎÂ'Ro.

EXEMPTONS.

T IHE letton f a correspondent, in last weeks number,
Idispinys pretty fairly the nature of the argument on

this subject wici seenis te ho ratier popular for the
momenst.

Il Why " (writes il A Citizen cf Taranteo) should a]il

Toronto University, its land and its buildings, net eniy es-

cape taxation, but I be calle 1 upan to pay msore taxes ho

cause they are exempt '1 Wly should the Methodists have
ali the Metropalitan Church and Square exempted and ni y
taxes be raised nccordingly, etcï »

1 have souglit througli the letton, as 1 have souglit

througli aIl the ecloos of thiis recurront cry, for any cvi.
dence tînt the iciders of this argumesnt bave (sver inquired
whcther,,ns a fe'ct, their taxes are added te, propcrtionately
or in nny proportion, by the existenice of the exemptions
tbey attack.

Tic Assessmelit Act prescribes as the initial stop ini

the prccess of municipal taxation tint tic assesser shalh
first enter on the assessusent roll tie names cf att taxablo
pensons, and next the description cf propcrty assessable
ngnînst eaci. The 1mw coxtempintes thmt taxes are pnid
hy versons, in respect cf their real property-uset hy real
prcperty itself. The 1mw, in this respect, merely follows
the dictates cf fmct and common sense. If the space mark-
ed eut for the City of Toronto remained nnpeopled ne sys-
tom cof 1mw could extract city taxes froni it.

Lt is obvions that that value upon which local taxation
iii founded is given the land in cities hy tIc residents and
by the business whici centres nround theni. Roughly
speaking, tierefore, the taxes payable in respect cf real
preperty ini a city are payable eut cf n f und, thîe gros
amaunt cf whici depends on the number of residents and
tic volume cf productive business donc by or witis theni,

and net in any apprecinhie degree upon tic aren over
whici tliey choase te scatter tieniselves. Toronto is net
n wnlled tewn. Tic residents may by commen consent
set npnrt a certain portion cf their property for non.rei-
dential or non-business uses, tint is for public uses ; for
instance fer Parka and Squares, for Churdhes, Universitýes
and even Palianient Buildings ; but by se doing they do
not take awmy from tic space availabie for lieuses, facto*Ns
or shops ; for the wholc township cf York is potentinlly
available for those purposes. In wîat manner do public
places incroase or diminisb tic gross vaine of pnivate reai
estate or tic gross amount cf thc fund for the pnymcnt oZ
taxes 1I t seems te me tliey do neithen. Tlie same nu m-
ber cf people continue te pay tlie sanie taxes in respect cf

Lthe sanie ameunt of productive preperty, whetier they do

or do net reserve in addition a certain number cf squares,
i Chunclies, and otier public places. Is it net, tierefore,
b the merest fallacy tesamy that land thus set apart is exempt
[ at the expense cf tax pnying preperty I Ench Ohurci ià


